
NORTHBRIDGE — The 
Grass Roots Coffeehouse 
will begin its 2025 sea-
son with the traditional 
bluegrass sounds of  the 
Hosmer Mountain Boys 
on Satruday March 1.

The Hosmer Mountain 
Boys are Simon Brogie 
(banjo), Keegan Day (gui-
tar), Cathy Day (fiddle), 
and Tom Bowman (bass) 
and are based in central 
Connecticut  They play 
great powerful, genuine 
Bluegrass music.  They 
don’t just look the part; 
they’ve got the sound of  
the original Bluegrass 
bands! In just 15 short 

months, they have played 
40 shows in Connecticut, 
Vermont, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Pennsylvania, and 
Kentucky, and are quickly 

gaining momentum. This 
will be their first time at 
Grass Roots!! Come join 
the fun!

The Grass Roots 
Coffeehouse is locat-

ed at the Rockdale 
Congregational Church, 42 
Fowler Rd., Northbridge.  
Admission to the concert 
is $15. Hot foods, beverag-
es and desserts are avail-
able prior to the concert 
and during intermission. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., 
concert begins at 7:30 p.m., 
and usually wraps up by 
9:30 p.m. Proceeds support 
the artists and the church. 
The Coffeehouse is run 
entirely by volunteers.

For more information, 
visit http://www.rock-
dalechurchonline.org or 
call Bob@ 617-429-0347.

Free by request to residents of 
Douglas, Northbridge, Uxbridge, Linwood, Whitinsville and North Uxbridge
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Watershed group needs volunteers
UXBRIDGE — The Blackstone River 

Coalition (BRC) needs volunteers to 
assist with its 22nd year of  water qual-
ity monitoring of  28 sites in the Mid-
Reach section of  the watershed. Enjoy 
being out along waterways? Volunteer 
as a regular site monitor assigned to 
a particular site or serve as a “floater” 
to cover sites on an "as needed" basis. 
Fieldwork not your thing? Come vol-
unteer in the water-testing lab which 
operates out of  the Tri-River Family 
Health Center in Uxbridge.

The BRC trains community scien-
tists to participate in the Coalition's 
watershed-wide water quality monitor-
ing program. The goal of  this long-run-
ning program is to gather informa-
tion about the current status of, and 
long-term changes in, the health of  
the Blackstone River watershed. This 
information helps local policy makers, 
state officials, and concerned commu-
nity members make the Blackstone 
River cleaner for people and wildlife.

More than 90 volunteers work with 
the BRC to sample 75 sites through-
out the watershed from Worcester to 
Pawtucket. Sites are sampled on the 
second Saturday of  each month from 

April through November. Field moni-
tors and floaters are trained in a one-
hour session to test for dissolved oxy-
gen at the site, record physical and 
aesthetic parameters, and collect a 
water sample that they drop off  at the 
lab between 9 a.m. and noon on the 
Saturday of  testing. Lab volunteers, 
who help test these samples for nutri-
ents, conductivity, and turbidity, do not 
need to commit to helping each month 
and can be trained the first time they 
assist.

There are two additional sampling 
teams in the program. The Headwaters 
Team samples waterways from 
Worcester to Grafton and runs its lab 
out of  Mass Audubon’s Broad Meadow 
Brook Wildlife Sanctuary in Worcester. 
The Rhode Island Team samples water-
ways from Woonsocket to Pawtucket 
and runs its lab out of  Sycamore 
Landing in Lincoln, R.I. The Rhode 
Island Team and the Headwaters Team 
are also looking for volunteers.

To volunteer as a field monitor, 
floater, or lab assistant, please con-
tact Heather Parry, Coordinator, BRC 
Volunteer WQM Program at 508-579-
9188 or heatherparry.wqm@gmail.com.

SUTTON — The 
Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of  Commerce 
(BVCC) is proud to invite 
you to an exceptional 
day of  golf, networking, 
and philanthropy at our 
Annual Charity Golf  
Tournament. Mark your 
calendars for Monday, 
May 12, as we gather at 
the splendid Pleasant 
Valley Country Club at 
95 Armsby Rd., Sutton. 
Known for its rich heritage 
and beautifully designed 
course, Pleasant Valley 
Country Club promises a 
memorable day of  golfing. 
Registration begins at 10 
a.m., and tee off  is at 11 
a.m., followed by an after-
noon of  cocktails, hors 
d'oeuvres, and a delicious 
buffet dinner.

Presented by UniBank, 

UPTON — The 
Moonlight Program in 
Practical Nursing (PN) 
at Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 
(BVT) is a 60-week pro-
gram that prepares its 
adult students with foun-
dational skills essential 
to a nursing career. Non-
traditional students nav-
igate challenging course-
work, develop hands-on 
skills, and cultivate com-
passion and empathy 
to care for patients with 
family and work commit-
ments.

The Practical Nursing 
Graduation for the Class 
of  2025 was held at BVT 
on Jan. 27. The ceremony, 
which signifies a rite of  
passage from nursing stu-
dent to nurse, began with 
welcoming remarks from 
PN Coordinator Joann 
L. Monks, MBA, MSc, 
RN-BC, RMA. Monks 
spoke highly of  the pro-
gram, stakeholders, and 
the fifteen new nurses, 
who have proven they're 
ready to take the National 
Council Licensure 
Examination-Practical 
Nurses exam.

In his remarks, BVT's 
Assistant Superintendent-
Director/Principal, Mr. 
Anthony Steele II, spoke 
about the essence of  nurs-
ing.

He said, "As you enter 
this next chapter, remem-

ber that nursing is about 
more than just what you 
do; it's about how you do 
it. It's about making a 
difference in the lives of  
your patients, their fami-
lies, and the communities 
you serve. Your presence, 
your empathy, your kind-
ness - these qualities are 
every bit as important as 
the technical skills you've 

learned in the classroom." 
Class President Xivanna 

Millin gave the class 
address. The guest speak-
er, Melissa Ferguson, BSN, 
RN, Director of  Nursing at 
Bethany Nursing Center, 
spoke about the dire need 
for more nurses.

In closing, she said, 
"Tonight, we witness 
these graduates dedicate 

themselves to the nurs-
ing profession. I would be 
honored to work alongside 
any of  you."

The 15 graduates 
proudly received their 
nursing certificates 
and were pinned. BVT's 
Superintendent-Director, 
Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick, 
was recognized for his 
years of  service and 
continued support of  
the nursing program. 

Dr. Fitzpatrick could not 
attend; his sister, Nancy 
Holland, proudly accept-
ed a pin to honor their 
mother, Helen Fitzpatrick, 
a nurse and an inspira-
tion for this Moonlight 
Program.

In addition to the presen-
tation of  certificates and 
pins, Senator Fattman pro-
vided a citation for each 
graduate. Representative 
Murray provided a cita-

tion for the Milford grad-
uates. Representative 
Muradian provided a cita-
tion for the Northbridge 
graduates. Xivanna 
Karelys Millin received 
the Faculty Recognition 
Award. Phiona Sebutinde 
received an Outstanding 
Academic Achievement 
award.

If  you're ready to take 
that next step toward a 
new and exciting career, 
one of  the Moonlight 
Programs might be 
for you. The Practical 
Nursing program accepts 
in-district and out-of-dis-
trict applicants. For more 
information, visit www.
valleytech.k12.ma.us/
practicalnursing.

About Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 
(BVT)

Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 
serves the towns of  
Bellingham, Blackstone, 
Douglas, Grafton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, 
Milford, Millbury, 
Millville, Northbridge, 
Sutton, Upton, and 
Uxbridge. Located in the 
heart of  the Blackstone 
Valley, BVT creates a pos-
itive learning community 
that prepares students for 
personal and professional 
success in an internation-
ally competitive society 
through a fusion of  rigor-
ous vocational, technical, 
and academic skills.

Courtesy

The PN Class of 2025. Photo/Courtesy of Blackstone Valley Tech. Back (L-R): Adriana Luz Rivera, Nickesha Palmer, Lynnette 
Cruz, Zoe Lynn Ragno, and Thomas James Mirabile. Middle (L-R): Matilda Baah, Xivanna Karelys Millin, Cassie Erin Fitzpatrick, 
and Phiona Sebutinde. Front (L-R): Joel Njifua Njemfoa, Samantha Marie Tavarez, Wilder Ruben Poma, Shyala Morgan Medeiros, 
Sarah Orenberg, and Junior Anuju Atabong.

the tournament is a cor-
nerstone event for the 
region’s business and 
philanthropic communi-
ties—providing a premier 
opportunity to engage 
with influential leaders, 
cultivate relationships, 
and support the economic 
and educational growth of  
the Blackstone Valley. This 
pivotal fundraising event 
benefits the BVCC, and 
the BV Hub, directly sup-
porting critical programs 
that enrich education and 
foster leadership among 
our students, teachers, 
and communities in the 
Blackstone Valley.

Jeannie Hebert, CEO & 
President of  the BVCC, 
encourages participation, 
saying, “Join us on the 
greens for camaraderie 
and competition—all in 
support of  a noble cause. 
The funds raised here are 
instrumental in providing 
grants and scholarships 
across the Valley.”

Golfers can enjoy a full 
day of  activities includ-
ing a putting contest on 
the practice tee with the 
opportunity to win a cash 
prize. The event concludes 
with an action-packed 
raffle and silent auction. 
Single player registra-
tion is priced at $300, and 
teams of  four can register 
for $1,200. This includes 
the 18-hole round, lunch, 
buffet dinner, swag bag 
included for all players 
and a chance at the raf-
fle and auction items. For 
those wishing to join us 

just for the evening and 
program, tickets are $125 
per person.

For those seeking to 
maximize their visibili-
ty among an audience of  
top-tier executives and 
community leaders, our 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties offer unparalleled 
brand exposure. NEW 
Sponsorship Levels for 
2025! From the Morning 
Mingle Sponsor to the 
Beverage Cart Sponsor, 
we’ve introduced exclusive 
ways to showcase your 
company in a high-impact 
setting. Proceeds from 
the tournament directly 
support education, inno-
vation, and workforce 
development programs, 
ensuring a thriving future 
for schools and students in 
our region.

Be sure to register today 
by visiting www.blackston-
evalley.org/events or scan 
the QR code on our flyer 
to be a part of  this excep-
tional golfers’ experience. 
Your support makes a dif-
ference in the Blackstone 
Valley community.

The Mission of  the 
Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of  Commerce is 
to preserve and enhance 
the economic vitality of  
the Blackstone Valley by 
addressing the needs and 
concerns of  businesses 
and providing leadership, 
support and resources in 
connection with issues 
which impact commerce 
and the quality of  life in 
the Valley.

Blackstone Valley Chamber Charity 
Golf Tournament returns in 2025



BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — 
Local police 
d e p a r t m e n t s 
have a new tool 
to help catch 
drivers who ille-
gally pass school 
buses.

Last month, 
Gov. Maura 
Healey signed 
l e g i s l a t i o n 
that will allow 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
communities to 
install automated 
traffic enforce-
ment cameras 
on school buses. 
These cameras 
will document 
vehicles that 
unlawfully pass 
buses while their 
flashing stop 
signs are dis-
played. Footage 
of  offenders’ 
vehicles can be 
sent to police 
departments for 

investigation.
The bill, cham-

pioned by Second 
W o r c e s t e r 
District Sen. 
Michael Moore 
( D — M i l l bu r y ) , 
followed a resolu-
tion passed by the 
Worcester School 
Committee in 
2022 calling for 
local control over 
this issue.

For police lead-
ers, the legisla-
tion provides an 
instrumental tool 
for addressing a 
safety issue that 
often goes unen-
forced. Although 
drivers in both 
directions are 
required by law 
to stop for buses 
with flashing 
signs extended, 
police frequently 
receive reports 
of  motorists 
ignoring the law 
and endangering 

kids attempting 
to get on and off  
the bus.

“This legis-
lation will pro-
vide another 
enforcement tool 
to help keep our 
children safe,” 
said Leicester 
Police Chief  Ken 
Antanavica. “A 
big part of  the 
implementation 
will be promoting 
the changes to let 
people know that 
they will not get 
away with it any-
more.”

In the past, law-
breaking drivers 
often evaded pun-
ishment because 
police weren’t 
present. Now, 
with the new 
system in place, 
police have the 
authorization to 
investigate bus 
camera footage 
and follow up 

later with motor-
ists ignoring the 
law.

“We have all 
seen firsthand 
the violations 
captured by 
the cameras 
already in place. 
Commuters must 
follow the laws 
to protect our 
students as they 
travel to and from 
school,” said 
Spencer Police 
Chief  Michael 
Befford.

In communi-
ties that choose 
to employ the 
newly authorized 
technologies, the 
camera systems 
will take pho-
tos and videos 
of  vehicles that 
are in violation 
of  the law. When 
an incident 
is reported to 
police in a given 
town, investiga-
tors within that 
department will 
have the authori-
ty to review cam-
era footage and 
decide whether 
a fine should be 
issued.

Buses equipped 
with automated 
traffic cameras 
must be clearly 
marked. Fines 
collected from 
violations will be 
allocated to the 
city or town in 
which the viola-
tion occurred.

“With the sign-
ing of  this bill, 
we are taking a 
big step toward 
safer streets and 
more local con-
trol for commu-
nities across the 
Commonwealth,” 
Moore said. 
“Passing a 
stopped school 
bus endangers 
our children 
and is against 
the law. In cities 
and towns that 
choose to use 
them, school bus 
mounted traffic 
safety cameras 
will help apply 
the law to those 
who violate it, 
evenly and with-
out bias.” 

Added Moore, 
“I’m thrilled that 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
has joined over 

half  of  U.S. 
states in legaliz-
ing this type of  
automated traf-
fic enforcement. 
I look forward to 
continuing our 
work to make 
our roads safer 
for all in the 
new legislative 
term.”

To protect the 
privacy of  driv-
ers and pedes-
trians, the law 
requires the 
implementation 
of  several mea-
sures to prevent 
the capturing 
of  identifiable 
images of  vehi-
cle occupants, 
unless unavoid-
able.

Further, the 
law requires that 
all non-violation 
recordings be 
destroyed within 
30 days of  cap-
ture, while viola-
tion-related data 
must be deleted 
within a year of  
final case resolu-
tion.

All recorded 
data, includ-
ing images and 

videos, will be 
owned by the 
given municipal-
ity and cannot 
be used for any 
other purpose by 
vendors.

Addit ional ly, 
c o m m u n i -
ties using the 
system must 
file an annu-
al report to the 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
Department of  
Transportation 
detailing cita-
tion statistics, 
outcomes, costs, 
and revenue gen-
erated.

In  2023 , 
P e a b o d y 
Public Schools 
launched a pilot 
program that 
outfitted ten 
school buses 
with automated 
traffic camer-
as. The district 
reported that, 
between Sept. 
1 and Oct. 10 of  
that year, the 
cameras record-
ed 864 vehicles 
illegally passing 
stopped buses. 
Though this 
program was 

only used to col-
lect statistics, 
not to generate 
police reports or 
issue citations, 
it illustrates 
the scale of  
the problem on 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
streets, officials 
said.

The bill was 
approved by the 
state legisla-
ture on Dec. 30. 
Having received 
Healey’s signa-
ture on Jan. 10, 
it is now law.

For local driv-
ers who might 
be running late 
and considering 
passing a school 
bus, police warn 
against defying 
those flashing 
red stop signs. 
Even if  an offi-
cer isn’t in the 
area, the cameras 
are always watch-
ing.

“The violations 
are expensive, and 
the cameras will 
provide evidence 
in the cases. A 
picture is worth a 
thousand words,” 
Antanavica said.
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Local police praise new school bus camera law

Plummer Place
Home of the Northbridge Senior Center

Elms College announces
Dean’s List for Fall 2024

Real Estate
BLACKSTONE

None

DOUGLAS
None

NORTHBRIDGE
$767,400, 276 Lincoln Cir, Brendan 

R Griffin RET, and Griffin, Brendan 
R, to Opendoor Property J LLC.

$730,000, 216 Fairway Dr #216, 
Bransfield Jr, Peter C, and Bransfield, 
Mary W, to Dupre, Richard E.

$599,900, 153 Rolling Ridge Dr #82, 
Stone Hill Partners LLC, to Lambert, 
Paul J, and Lambert, Kathleen A.

$550,000, 65-67 Prospect St #A, 
Vieira Mason & Sons LLC, to Mbonda, 
Fidele M.

$350,000, 95 Church Ave, Lackey 
Dam Properties Inc, to Rsr Inv & 
Const LLC.

$290,000, 152 Heritage Dr #152, 
Partridge, Edward, to Kreuzinger, 
Evan.

UXBRIDGE
$660,000, 109 Rawson St, Ezzo, Peter 

G, and Ezzo, Carlyn C, to Hanson, Kyle 
W, and Robinson, Sydney P.

$580,000, 38 Witek St, Nickerson, 
Bradley S, and Nickerson, Elizabeth 
A, to Nickerson, Cody.

$570,000, 54 Witek St, Shaw 
Development Inc, to Robichaud, 
Meagan C, and Baldwin, Conner D.

$450,000, 403 Pond St, E J & Jane A 
Rondeau RET, and Rondeau Jr, Edward 
J, to Webster, Matthew.

$415,000, 9 Carriage Path #9, 
Morrison Richard A Est, and Day, 
James R, to Nickerson, Bradley S, and 
Nickerson, Elizabeth A.

$375,000, 23 Talbot Ter, White, 
Timothy A, and White, Nancy, to 
Ashen, Ashley, and Ashen, Harrison.

$300,000, Hazel Plz #2, Bullio, Marc, 
to F & D Ctrl Rlty Corp Inc.

$300,000, Hazel Plz #3, Bullio, Marc, 
to F & D Ctrl Rlty Corp Inc.

$30,000, Rifleman Way, Cochran, 
Christine C, to Mjt Re LLC.

(508) 234-2002

Tickets are 
now on sale for 
our St. Patrick’s 
Day Breakfast 
being held on 
W e d n e s d a y , 
March 12th from 
9 : 3 0 - 1 1 : 0 0 a m . 
We will have 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
featuring Davis 
Bates and his 
tales and songs 
from Ireland, 
Scotland and 
Wales. He will 
share stories of  
seal folk and wee 
folk with sing-
alongs galore! 
Tickets are $10/
person with 
Northbridge res-
idents having 
priority. This 
event is spon-

sored in part 
by a grant from 
the Northbridge 
Cultural Council, 
a local agency 
supported by the 
Mass Cultural 
Council, a state 
agency.

VA Services 
Re p,  Carl 
Bradshaw, will 
be at Plummer 
Place the sec-
ond Thursday 
of  every month 
to help you with 
questions or con-
cerns regarding 
VA services. His 
office hour will be 
from 10-11:00am 
in the main din-
ing room.

Plummer Place 
Singers meets on 

Wednesdays at 
1:00pm. Raianne 
Richards will 
lead you as a 
group, to devel-
op your skills, to 
enjoy the cama-
raderie, and to 
perhaps sing for 
others. If  you 
would like to 
join this group, 
please call the 
Center to sign 
up. The cost is $5 
per class.

“Writing Your 
Way” will meet 
every 2nd and 
4th Thursday of  
the month from 
2:00-3:30pm. All 
writers are wel-
come to share 
their writing 
with others, get 
motivated to 

write their story, 
and get feedback 
from fellow writ-
ers!  Lori Gannon 
is the instructor 
for this class, call 
the Center for 
more informa-
tion. $5/class.

M e d i t a t i o n 
group meets 
every Thursday 
at 9:30am. Set 
your intentions 
to start your 
day in a calm, 
relaxing manner. 
There is no com-
mitment, join us 
when you can. 
Beginners to 
meditation are 
always welcome.

Grief  Support 
Group will meet 
at 2:00pm on the 
second Monday 

of  each month. 
Sign up in the 
main office or 
call Michelle at 
Plummer Place 
for more infor-
mation.

We are accept-
ing donations 
for our Plummer 
Place Café. Heavy 
duty plasticware 
utensils, heavy 
duty plates large 
and small, bowls, 
napkins, plas-
tic cups, crystal 
lite packs, bot-
tled water either 
large or small, 
creamers, decaf  
coffee and regu-
lar coffee, Shaw’s 
gift cards. We 
appreciate all 
donations to help 
our café run suc-
cessfully!

CHICOPEE — The 
College of  Our Lady of  
the Elms has named the 
following students to the 
dean's list for the fall 2024 
semester. Congratulations 
to all the students who are 
named to the list:

Evelyn Pohlman of  
Whitinsville

Karissa Popieniuck of  
Douglas

Jasenia Montano of  
Uxbridge

Elms College is a co-ed-
ucational Catholic col-
lege offering a liberal 

arts curriculum that pre-
pares students holistical-
ly for a purposeful life in 
a diverse and intercon-
nected world. Founded in 
1928 by the Sisters of  St. 
Joseph, Elms College has 
a tradition of  educating 
reflective, principled and 
creative learners, who are 
rooted in faith, educated 
in mind, compassionate in 
heart, responsive to civic 
and social obligations, 
and capable of  adjusting 
to change without compro-
mising principle.



CHARLTON — 
Bay Path Regional 
V o c a t i o n a l 
Technical School 
congratulates the 
following students 
in grade 11 on 
being named to the 
honor roll for the 
first quarter of  the 
2024-2025 school 
year.

High Honors
Helena Rowan 

Adkins, Adriana 
Nataly Alicea, 
Jacob John 
A r c h a m b a u l t , 
Violet Renee 
Aucella, Vincent 
Paul Bedard, 
David Betancur, 
Isabella Aria Bitar, 
Dominic Dewayne 
Boyd, Aleah Claire 
Brink, Brianna 
Livia Brink, Emily 
Ann Corey, Jacob 
William Creeron, 
Valentina Ashley 
Culberson, Nathan 
Robert Dube, 
Jocelyn Elizabeth 
Evans, Jordan 
Mariah Ferreira, 
Jayla Marie 
Fowler, Aliyah 
Marie Goneya, 
Grace Winifred 
Huehls, Natalie 
Rose Ingles, Joshua 
William Irons, 
Nicholas Edward 
Jalbert, Samuel 
Arjun Kittredge, 
Phoebe Alyson 
L aw e n d o w s k i , 
Cullen Gregory 
MacLeod, Ava 
Rose Mastrototaro, 
Alexis McGee 
Messina, Chase 
Patrick Newman, 

Mariah Lynn 
Pereira, Kayleigh 
Jean Ramm, 
Nathan Alexander 
Rouille Montoya, 
Jordan Joyce 
Russell, Sawyer 
Luke Schultz, 
Luke William 
Smolski, Yandel 
Omar Torres, 
Anne Turcotte, 
Esmerelda Velez, 
Ava Qyiyn Wall, 
Noah Williamson

Honors
Bayleigh Alexis 

Abdella, Addison 
Emily Aho, Sarah 
Rebecca Appiah 
Kubi, Victoria 
Rose Bachand, 
Emma Theresa 
Baldyga, Logan 
Amanda Barriere, 
Arianna Rose 
Belanger, Megan 
Lucy Bell, Emma 
Nicole Berry, 
Ryan Michael 
B e r t h i a u m e , 
Edward Stephen 
Blash, William 
Stephen Blash, 
Dominic Raymond 
Brodeur, Lucien 
Stephen Brodeur, 
Alissa Lynn 
B u r l i n g a m e , 
Dimitri Anthony 
Burtt, Liam 
Michael Carlson, 
Samuel Elia 
Ceppetelli, Lily 
Sabina Chartier, 
Nathan Louis 
C h e n e v e r t , 
Frederick James 
Cieprich, Ellie 
Rose Clark, Aiden 
Matthew Coleman, 
Charles Michael 
Congdon, Hunter 

Matthew Coombs, 
Bordy Lawrence 
C u n n i n g h a m , 
Connor Anthony 
C z e c h o w s k i , 
Joseph Michael 
Daige, Abigail 
Taylor Dejong, 
Treyton Joseph 
Dery, Cody Daniel 
D o m b r o s k i , 
S a v a n n a h 
Jane Dubois, 
C h r i s t o p h e r 
Michael Dufresne, 
Heidi Lynne 
Ebbeling, Yandel 
Feliciano, Jayden 
William Filadelfo, 
Ethan Alexander 
Ford, Leia Marie 
Foster, Rylee 
Rose Fulmine, 
Bridgette Anne 
Gaudreau, Aiden 
Mark Giroux-
P r o v e n c h e r , 
Anthony Mark 
Gonya, Kylie 
Dorothy Greska, 
Anna Rose 
Guay, Isaiah 
Terrence Harris-
Harrington, Luke 
Robert Heller, 
Liam Wayne 
Hesselton, Lillian 
Elaine Horner, 
Hannah Jean 
Ingalls, Christian 
Michael Johnson, 
Zackery Collin 
Kelleher, Ayden 
Matthew Kennedy, 
Allison Hemenway 
Klar, Cassie 
Lee Kotomski, 
Marshall Thomas 
Lafond, Nia Mya 
Laforest, Joel 
Carlos Landor, 
Zachary Raymond 
Landry, Gabrielle 
Ruth Lapan, 
Michael Wayne 
Lapointe, Miranda 
Kate Linde, 
Nicolas Sebastian 
Londono, Alyssa 
Ivellisse Lopez, 
Michael Anthony 
Lulu, Mia Marie 

Lussier, Lucas 
Scott Lyons, 
Philipos Nastasio 
Makrodimitras, 
Emily Jean 
M c D o n a l d , 
Madeline Beverly 
McDonald-Trimby, 
Felix Casey 
Menard, Kyle 
Joseph Mondor, 
Sebastian Luke 
Moniz, Alexis 
Paige, David 
Antonio Morales, 
Gianna Marie 
Morelli, Tyson 
Joseph Moriarty, 
Liam Macrae 
Nicoll, Sebastian 
A l e x a n d e r 
N i e u w e n h o f f , 
Benjamin Francis 
Nocchi, Connor 
James O’Brien, 
Matthew Thomas 
Obrycki, Kelsey 
Lynn Olson, Cole 
Henry Paradis, 
Maddox James 
Parente, Niti 
Nilesh Patel, 
Amari Audrey 
Pereira, Adam 
Jason Phaneuf, 
Jacob Paul Pratt, 
Samuel Joseph 
P r e f o n t a i n e , 
Samantha Jeanne 
Reseigh, Grace 
Elizabeth Retallic, 
Vincent Timothy 
Rose, Jaxon Russell 
Sitko, Nathan 
Adam Steen, 
Gaige Charles 
T h o m p s o n , 
Ashley Mikayla 
Tingle, Josiah 
Felix Torres, 
Sebastian Paul 
Vargas, Gabriela 
Nikol Vazquez 
H e r n a n d e z , 
Elias Manuel 
Vega, Natalie 
Helen Vigeant, 
Harley Ann 
Wilson Wadden, 
Ethan John Wall, 
M a r c a n t h o n y 
Justin Weld, 

Hunter Earl White, 
Trey Stephen 
Wilkin, Harrison 
Riley Wilson, 
Haylee Marie 
Zurowski

Principal’s List
A l e x a n d e r 

Tyr Audunsson, 
Rhianna Anne 
Balliet, Roger 
Joseph Bishop, 
Maxton Anthony 
Cournoyer, Myiah 
Kiara DeLaRosa, 
Carla Janety Diaz, 
Max Andrew 
Domineck, Basil 
Doud, Grace 
Elizabeth Dumas, 
Zya Frechette, 
Tristan Alexander 
G a r c i a - C r u z , 
Arianna Jazmarie 
G o n z a l e z , 
Jocelynn Rose 
Gordon, Molly 
Elizabeth Grant, 
Aiden Alexander 
Grigware, Sadie 
Lynn Hawley, 
Kolton Trevor 
H e m e n w a y , 
Tabian Marschall 
Keegan, Callie 
Mae Lambert, 
Elyse Louise 
Laramie, Matthew 
James Lopez, 
Bradley Anthony 
M c C a r t h y , 
Eli Mitchell, 
Angelo Michael 
Montiverdi, Aydan 
Julia Nanigan, 
Kamryn Leigh 
Nourse, Taylor 
Lynn Richard, 
Charles Peter 
Rollins, Yasmilette 
Santana, Jorge 
Santiago, Jared 
Robert Senosk, 
Brianne Marie 
Sentence, Wyatt 
Glenn Snay, 
Keagan Robert 
Standring, Zaylie 
Elaine Whiteman, 
Olivia Grace Willis
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Quality Work... Always

Master CraftsMan
Certainteed
Vinyl siding

Mark Vaz 774-244-6781

or

HAMMERHEAD CARPENTRY

Carpentry

To advertise in this directory the 2nd and 4th weeks 
of the month, please call Mikaela at 774-200-7308

or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
It’s the best deal in the house!

PAW of the WEEK 
BLUE

**CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
 FOR ADOPTION**

Good with Kid & Dogs! 
Meet Blue! 

1 yr/64lb/Male/Shepherd/Husky Mix
Meet Blue!  He’s a handsome, smart, lovable dog who is good with kids and dogs.  Blue is 

super social and enjoys being the “mayor”.  That said, he isn’t a fan of crating.  Blue would do 
well in a home with a family who is looking for a well tempered, social, dog.  They would 
want to be home more often than not and be open to using a sturdy crate.  Blue is also a 

dog who would thrive going to doggie daycare.  Like many huskies, Blue can jump fences. 
That said, he wants to be where the party is.  So, if people and dogs are involved.....Blue will 
be front and center!  This special dog is always the first to hand out hugs & kisses, he will show 

you his skills sitting & laying down - he just wants you to think he’s great.  And, we do!
Apply for Blue at pawfectliferescue.org

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Coast Guard announces new boating education requirements

HVAC systems: The unsung heroes 
in the fight against flu season

Juniors named to honor roll at Bay Path

REGION — 
Massachusetts, 
along with 35 other 
states, has man-
dated some form 
of  educational 
requirements to 
operate a motor-
ized aquatic vessel 
on their waters.  
Safe Boating 
Certificate (SBC) 
requirements are 
different in each 
state with regards 
to age, type of  
watercraft, and 
exemptions for 
qualified opera-
tor license hold-
ers. For visiting 
boaters, all states, 
territories, and 
provinces will rec-
ognize cards that 
meet National 
Association of  
State Boating Law 
Administrators 
( N A S B L A ) 
requirements and 
Canadian Pleasure 
Craft Operator 
cards that meet 
T r a n s p o r t 
Canada’s require-
ments; this is 
known as reciproc-
ity.  A new Mass. 
Law requires ALL 
powerboat oper-
ators to have an 
SBC approved 
by the Mass. 
Environmental 
Police (EP) 
onboard while 
operating.

The Hanson-
Milone Boater 
Safety Act, signed 
into Mass. Law 

Jan. 8, will now 
require all motor-
boat operators 
to complete an 
approved SBC 
course before April 
1, 2026 for anyone 
born after Jan. 1, 
1998, and by April 
1, 2028 for boaters 
born before Jan. 1, 
1998.  Enforcement 
of  the new law 
will begin on Sept. 
1, 2026. Currently 
Mass. requires 
only boaters 12 
to 15 years old to 
have a certificate 
from the EP after 
completing an 
approved course, 
allowing them to 
operate a motor-
boat without super-
vision, and 16-17 
years old oper-
ating a Personal 
Watercraft (PWC) 
including motor-
ized surfboards.  
PWC’s cannot 
be operated by 
anyone under 16 
years old.  Boaters 
under 12 years old 
can only operate 
motorboats while 
directly super-
vised by a com-
petent person at 
least 18 with an 
approved SBC.

In Connecticut 
and Rhode Island, 
an SBC is required 
to operate boats 
with motors over 
10 horsepower and 
PWC’s. RI requires 
boaters born after 
Jan. 1, 1986 and 

renters to have an 
SBC, regardless 
of  residence, and 
anyone who is a 
resident for over 
60 days; but has 
no minimum age 
to operate motor-
boats or PWC’s.  
CT requires all 
operators of  
10-plus-horsepow-
er boats and PWC’s 
to have a CT certif-
icate; PWC opera-
tors 12 to 16 years 
old can be super-
vised onboard by 
an SBC boater over 
18.

Mass. EP 
instructs a limited 
number of  in-per-
son courses; sev-
eral organizations 
offer approved 
online or in-person 
courses with a cost 
associated to cover 
materials, hand-
outs, and location 
fees.

The United 
States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary 
Tri-State Flotilla, 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
h e a d q u a r t e re d 
in Uxbridge has 
offered several 
boating courses 
to hundreds of  
students since 
1961. They are 
ready to offer the 
NASBLA & Mass. 
EP approved Boat 
America Course 
(BA) in a one-day 
class format on 
Saturdays to meet 
the anticipated 

high demand for 
available in-per-
son instruction.  
This course goes 
beyond the stan-
dard textbook also 
including marlin-
spike seamanship 
(knots etc.) and 
detailed handouts. 
Most boaters find 
this one-day for-
mat the best way to 
certification over 
online classes.  
Completion of  this 
BA course will cer-
tify boaters to cur-
rent requirements 
in Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and 
Rhode Island, 
along with rec-
iprocity where 
an SBC might be 
required. Most 
boating insurance 
companies offer a 
discount on premi-
ums for successful 
completion of  the 
BA course.

Whether you are 
an experienced 
boater or just start-
ing out, the knowl-
edge gained from 
a boating safety 
course will help 
keep you, your 
passengers, and 
our waterways 
safe. We current-
ly scheduled four 
BA one-day certi-
fication courses in 
two locations this 
winter/spring.  
Participants 16 
years old and under 
must be accompa-
nied, in person, by 

a registered par-
ent/guardian.

Space is limited, 
so register soon:

2025 Boat 
America Course 
–Milford High 
School – Saturdays 
– 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

March 15, May 3, 
June 7

Milford High 
School courses 
offered at 31 West 
Fountain St., 
Milford.

Registration is 
managed through 
the Milford 
C o m m u n i t y 
School Use 
Program,

https://milford-
communitypro-
gram.activityreg.
com/ss_t2.wcs

A d u l t -
Winter-2024/2025 
and Spring 2025 
– Educational - 
Boat America 
Certificate Class

or call Laura 
Farrell (508) 478-
1119, email lfar-
rell@milfordma.
com;

The registration 
deadline is six days 
prior to course,

For additional 
USCGAux. infor-
mation: phil.usc-
gaux@verizon.net 
or (508) 478-3778.

2025 Boat 
America Course 
–Webster Fire 
Department

Saturday, May 
17, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Webster Fire 

HOPEDALE — It’s that 
time of  year again, flu sea-
son. Julian Picard, CEO of  
Centerline Mechanical in 
Hopedale, is sharing expert 
tips on how homeowners can 
combat the flu season by opti-
mizing their HVAC systems 
to improve indoor air quali-
ty. Staying inside your home 
while being sick may make 
you more ill if  your HVAC 
system is not working prop-
erly or is out of  date. Staying 
on top of  these tasks will help 
reduce the potential buildup 
of  bacteria.

Viruses can spread from 
anywhere, however, by circu-
lating air throughout a home 
an HVAC system has the 
power to dilute the concen-
tration of  spreadable germs. 
Meaning, these viruses are 
less likely to be breathed in by 
the individual. Generally, run-
ning an HVAC system for 20 
minutes each hour can main-
tain healthy air circulation.

“It’s completely overlooked 
that someone can get sick 
from their indoor air quali-
ty conditions,” states Julian 
Picard, CEO of  Centerline 
Mechanical LLC. “If  home-
owners change their air filters 
regularly, schedule routine 
maintenance, use a whole-
home air purifier or UV Light 
System, and control humidi-
ty levels, good air circulation 
will be able to flow throughout 
the home and filter through 
all of  the potential germs 
brought in.”

Since keeping your HVAC 
system well-maintained can 
help prevent sickness in your 
home, Julian Picard has pro-
vided four steps to take to 
combat the flu season and sig-
nificantly improve indoor air 
quality:

1. Change air filters regu-
larly – It is recommended 
that you replace or clean your 
HVAC air filters every one to 
three months to reduce aller-
gens, dust, and bacteria in the 
air. High-efficiency HEPA fil-
ters can trap smaller particles 
that contribute to respiratory 
issues. Running an HVAC sys-
tem at all times, even when 

the homeowner is gone, will 
allow it to carry clean air 
throughout the home, leaving 
no time for dust to collect on 
this equipment.

2. Schedule routine mainte-
nance – Have your HVAC sys-
tem professionally inspected 
and serviced at least twice a 
year. This helps ensure that 
the system is running effi-
ciently, prevents mold growth 
in ducts, and reduces the risk 
of  circulating airborne con-
taminants. Bacteria, viruses, 
pollen, and mold can enter the 
home under the conditions of  
poor HVAC maintenance.

3. Use a whole-home air 
purifier or UV light system – 
Installing an air purification 
system or UV light in your 
HVAC system can help elim-
inate bacteria, viruses, mold 
spores, and other harmful 
microorganisms. Aside from 
catching the flu virus, an 
unregulated HVAC system 
may cause respiratory infec-
tions, sinusitis, bronchitis, ear 
infections, and throat in-fec-
tions.

4. Control humidity levels 
– Maintain indoor humid-
ity between 30-50 percent to 
prevent mold growth and 
dust mites, both of  which 
can contribute to allergies 
and respiratory problems. A 
whole-house dehumidifier or 
humidifier can help regulate 
moisture levels.

Homeowners are encour-
aged to apply these tips to 
avoid compromising their 
health. “When the air is cool-
er, it tends to dry things out,” 
adds Picard. “Including the 
mucus in your throat that's 
supposed to catch viruses 
before they are absorbed into 
your system.”

Collectively, HVAC systems 
are used to create a comfort-
able living environment in the 
home. When operated prop-
erly, homeowners can live 
healthily in their homes and 
fight against flu season.

For more information on 
Centerline Mechanical LLC, 
please visit www.centerline-
mech.com.

D e p a r t m e n t 
Classroom  55 
Thompson Rd., 
Webster

Contact our 
Public Education 
Officer Phil Kubat 
for registration or 
additional

i n f o r m a t i o n : 
email phil.usc-
gaux@verizon.net 
or call (508) 478-

3778.
To locate these 

and other USCG 
Auxiliary courses 
(BA and BS&S) that 
will meet certifica-
tion requirements 
go to:  https://
www.cgaux.org/
boatinged/class_
finder/index.php

The Coast Guard 
Auxiliary is the 

uniformed civilian 
component of  the 
U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the 
Coast Guard in 
nearly all mis-
sion areas. The 
Auxiliary was cre-
ated by Congress 
in 1939. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
please visit www.
cgaux.org



To the Editor:
Did you ever wonder what America 

and the world would be like if  our left-
wing Christian Nationalists and their 
equally prayerful, right-wing counter-
parts suddenly developed the ability to 
spot that their individual and collective 
prayers might have been answered for 
real?

I’m not trying to be negative on this 
one. Perish the thought and heaven for-
bid that any of  us try to do such a scur-
rilously politically incorrect thing when 
attempting to exercise our freedom of  
speech rights. At this point in time, any 
such negativity has clearly been branded 

as evil incarnate by the powers that be.
However, there is no doubt as to the 

existence of  the repeating pattern of  
behavior where the prayerful and the 
devout in our seemingly doomed republic 
are almost constantly missing the possi-
bility that they, along with the rest of  us, 
got precisely what was being prayed for.

So, what’s up with that? What are 
the implied timeframes involved with 
those prayers?

Isn’t it true that the devout on both the 
left and the right were praying for the 
truth to come out, as well as for fair and 
just resolutions along multiple battle 
fronts at the same time? Aren’t the Jan. 6 

thing and the 2020 election fraud things, 
right along with the Dr. Fauci things 
and the multitudes of  the pandemic 
injustices, all haplessly bound together 
within the same prayer bundles?

Does the phrase “Vengeance is mine, 
sayeth the Lord” ring any mutually 
applicable bells at all?

Here’s a piece of  the puzzle to 
answered prayers along with granted 
pardons as provided by Wikipedia.

“Transactional immunity, colloquial-
ly known as ‘blanket’ or ‘total’ immuni-
ty, completely protects the witness from 
future prosecution for crimes related to 
his or her testimony.”

Isn’t it true that on Jan. 19, those 
alleged pardons that outgoing President 
Biden signed, complete with their Slick 
Willy Wonka golden seals of  approval, 
were, and still are, not “pardons” in any 
real legal or moral sense?

So, given the inescapable truth that Dr. 
Fauci et al were, in point of  fact, granted 
transactional immunity and not given 
pardons, as has been so erroneously 
reported, isn’t it also the case that prayers 
may have indeed been answered as such 
were requested by the allegedly devout?

Stephen Gambone
Northbridge

To the Editor:
Here are words that sum up our God-

blessed beautiful free country:
"In American, the impossible is what 

we do best." So said President Trump in 
his historic second inauguration. "Many 
people thought it was impossible for me 
to stage such a historic political come-
back. But as you see today, here I am.... I 
stand before you now as proof  that you 
should never believe that something is 
impossible to do. In America, the impos-
sible is what we do best."

This has been true since our begin-
nings in 1620. A bedraggled sick small 
group of  Puritans, devoted to God and 
the Bible, landed in America to begin 
the Great Experiment in freedom, 
democracy and equality.

They persevered. And then, in the 
1700's, many great Americans were born. 
They just didn't know it yet. Benjamin 
Franklin was born in 1706 in Boston. 
Sam Adams was born in 1722 in Boston. 
Thomas Jefferson was born in 1743 in 
Virginia. And George Washington was 
born in 1732 in Virginia.

Did you know that at his birth 
Washington was an improbable 
hero, leader of  our military and first 
President? No one could have predicted 
his success or the success of  the colo-
nies against the British, the most formi-
dable Empire in the world.

Did you know that Washington's 
actions became Presidential traditions, 
according to the Boston Tea Party Web 
site? When he was elected President and 
took the Oath of  Office, he added the 
phrase "So help me God" to the end of  
the oath. Every President has sworn the 
oath in that manner ever since.

It was his idea to be called "Mr. 
President" instead of  “Your Excellency” 

or “Your Most Majestic Leader,” as 
some had suggested. The two-term limit 
for the Presidency originated with him. 
We can only wish that our Congress 
would limit their terms to two. How 
cleansing it would be to free our coun-
try of  the entrenched Gerontocracy: 
Joe Biden (45 years in office), Nancy 
Pelosi (age 84), Ed Markey (age 78), and 
Blumenthal (age 78) of  Connecticut. 
They just do not know when to leave the 
stage. They cannot give up the power 
and the money and the privileges.

Washington was not educated beyond 
the age of  15 and did not attend college, 
unlike John Adams, Sam Adams and John 
Hancock, all of  whom attended Harvard 
college [back when it meant something]. 
His family could not afford to send him.

Washington defied death sever-
al times. While traveling to the West 
Indies in 1751, he contracted smallpox 
in Barbados. It enabled him to walk 
through the camps of  the Continental 
Army during the Revolutionary war 
while smallpox was ravaging the army, 
unscathed. His soldiers thought he was 
invincible. Anointed by God.

From George Washington's Mount 
Vernon website, we learn that in the 
Battle of  Monongahela on July 9, 1755, 
during the French and Indian war (1754-
1763), he had two horses shot out from 
under him. There were four bullet holes 
in his coat and one in his hat while men 
and officers were shot and falling all 
around him. One Native American chief  
saw this immunity to bullets and said 
that some higher power was guiding 
Washington's life. Indeed.

In the year of  the Declaration of  
Independence (July 4, 1776), by December 
our beautiful Patriot cause seemed near 
extinction. Washington [evidently a 

genius or a huge risk-taker] had his men 
row across the ice-choked Delaware River 
[nowhere near Old Joe's Delaware beach 
house], and led three battlefield victories 
starting on Christmas Eve. Christmas 
Eve. God-ordained? I think so.

At the Battle of  Princeton (Jan. 3, 1777), 
Washington rode to the front of  the lines 
on his white charger. He was tall, a big 
target on a white horse. His Continental 
army feared he would be shot down. 
Instead, he spurred his troops on to count-
er attack the British line. "Parade with me 
my fine fellows, we will have them soon!"

In 1781, Washington marched with 
Rochambeau from Newport, through 
Rhode Island, into Connecticut and down 
to Yorktown, Pennsylvania, to confront 
Lord Cornwallis and the British Army. 
If  you drive down Maple Valley road 
in Coventry, R.I., you will see new road 
signs indicating the path of  Washington 
and Rochambeau. A tavern on that road 
is where they camped for a night. We all 
know what happened in Yorktown. We 
were victorious and independent.

When Washington died in December 
of  1799, Major General Henry "Light 
horse Harry" Lee (ancestor of  General 
Robert E. Lee), gave the eulogy. "First in 
war, first in peace, first in the hearts of  
his countrymen."

Be upstanding, raise your glass, and 
toast the "General."

Bev Gudanowski
Uxbridge

Editor’s note: While Washington did 
establish a precedent for voluntarily 
stepping down after serving two terms, 
there was no legal mandate that presi-
dents stand down after two terms until 
the ratification of  the 22nd Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution in 1951.
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Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include 

the author’s name, address, and a 
daytime phone number for purposes 
of  verification in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Only the au-
thor’s name and the town in which 
they reside will be published. Letters 
submitted without all of  the required 
information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the Edi-
tor to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decen-
cy standards, and any submission may 
be rejected at any time for any reason 
he or she might deem appropriate.

Reserve your judgment 
We see it on Facebook, and other social media 

accounts — seemingly happy people carrying 
on about their lives without a care in the world. 
As we scroll, we tend to pass judgements on 
what is in reality, a blip in the lives of  those 
who’s photos we are current- ly looking at. A 
mere moment that perhaps lasted less than a 
second is captured, and in that moment, we feel 
that we are free to make a distinction on what 
that individual is going through in the moments 
and days prior, or what they may be feeling like 
in the moments just after. Don’t do that.

The best way to find out how a friend, co-work-
er or family member is, is to simply ask them. 
With the past year being what it was, mental 
health issues and rates of  suicide are sky rock-
eting. Is this really a time to pass judgement? Or 
is this an opportunity to lift those up around us 
and to make sure that we’re all hanging in there?

As humans, some of  us can handle any given 
situation with more grit than others. Some can 
carry on for just so long until it just becomes too 
much. Those that have that grit, are those who 
have the ability to extend their hand, tell someone 
that they will be ok and that they are not alone. 
Support for a person overwhelmed, depressed or 
anxious is paramount to their well-being. Sure, it 
feels good to act tough, and announce that X, Y, or 
Z doesn’t bother you, but the world is not all about 
you and it never will be. Be kind, it just feels better.

When a person breaks their leg and can no lon-
ger work for a time, they are sent flowers, offered 
encouraging words of  support, given sick time 
and sent home with casseroles. If  a person with a 
mental health condition takes time off  to regroup 
and to seek the help and therapy that they need 
to, you know... live...it becomes an issue. Because 
you can’t see the injury. What you might see is 
a smile that lasted a split second, and you pass 
judgement — “Oh they aren’t really sick.” Guess 
what — you are wrong. Make no mistake, we all 
go through challenging times, but that doesn’t 
mean that we all handle them in the same way.

Discrimination against a person with any 
health issue, whether it be physical or mental, 
is illegal. Furthermore, it is morally wrong. Do 
we really want to be a society that has stopped 
supporting one another? We vote no. When we 
see a neighbor plow the driveway of  the house 
down the street, or three neighbors pulling a 
stranger’s car out of  a ditch, we are reminded 
of  how at our cores, we are all kind.

Take note — mental illness is not a charac-
ter defect. There are many reasons a person 
may develop an issue, whether it’s temporary, 
brought on by stress, illness or whether it’s 
genetic. Some anxiety may resurface as an 
adult, due to childhood trauma. Either way, we 
don’t know, unless we know.

When people do not understand mental ill-
ness, they tend to exhibit prejudice against 
those who admit they have an issue. Those peo-
ple are often treated as though they don’t have 
a real health issue and are then discriminated 
against. This leads to shame in the person who 
openly admits that they need help, and so the 
stigma surrounding mental health is born.

Many workplaces have excellent support 
systems in place for employees who need help, 
these to include police and fire departments. 
These places are to be commended for looking 
out for one another.

Here are ways to decrease the stigma, be in the 
know and help your neighbors. Educate yourself, 
be aware of  your attitude towards those who con-
fide in you, pay attention to your judgements and 
choose your words carefully. When you do educate 
yourself, spread the word. Treat those around you 
with respect and offer encouragement, or a slice 
of  pizza; anything goes. We say it often — take 
care of  each other, now more than ever. You will 
find that it’s easy to be kind.

Losing hope that Whitin Manor will ever be restored

A toast to George Washington

Weekly brief

To the Editor:
The Whitin Manor is currently in an 

unprotected state, and will have to be 
completely torn down if  something is not 
done soon.

After the fire last March, almost noth-
ing has been done to neither repair the 
historic building nor to keep it safe from 
the elements. This is not acceptable. The 
mansion was bought for $1.3 million and, 

since burning down, is trying to be sold 
for $2 million. This is nothing but selfish.

Sparr Risher, the current owner of  the 
estate, claims to care for the communi-
ty and history of  Whitinsville, and yet 
instead of, at the very least, lowering the 
price to something more reasonable, he 
selfishly decided to keep it listed for more 
than what he bought it for. He turned our 
small town and its history into a business 

venture, and he refuses to release control 
of  the mansion until he makes a profit. 
Now, after almost a year of  the Whitin 
Manor being exposed to the elements, the 
community — including myself  — loses 
hope that this piece of  history will ever 
be restored.

Sincerely,
Hannah Rejmer

Whitinsville

To the Editor:
Before I get into the major assaults on 

our democracy that occurred this past 
week, I’d like to mention something new 
that I learned right here in the pages 
of  the BVT: what it means to be an 
‘American’ is simply not hyphenating the 
word ‘American,’ as in Polish-American, 
or African-American!  That’s your only 
qualification and only obligation. You 
don’t have to perform your civic duties, 
uphold the Constitution, obey the law, 
protect the United States from internal 
and external enemies, or refrain from 
anything that harms our country, such 
as continuously promoting the kind of  
demagoguery that betrays a democratic 
government. (All of  which indicates that 
Bev should have her birthright citizen-
ship revoked.) Thanks for the clarifica-
tion, George Washington-Gudanowski.

In addition to enlightening us, she con-
tinued her relentless attempts to impugn 
the reputation of  Dr. Fauci, as the GOP 
desperately tries to remove the indeli-
ble stain of  thousands of  American lives 
lost due to Trump’s lies and mishandling 
of  the pandemic. (Rather than listen to 
Dr. Bev parroting the words of  Tucker 
Carlson and Rand Paul, go to Factcheck.
org, and search for ‘The Wuhan Lab and 
the Gain-of-Function Disagreement.’) 
Trump is trying to do the same with 
all of  his convictions. He has authorized 
his new AG to ‘investigate’ everyone that 
tried to bring him to justice. But this 
should not be confused with ‘weaponiz-
ing the justice department,’ that Trump 
always accused the Democrats of  doing! 
This weaponization also answers Dr. Bev’s 
question of  why Dr. Fauci would need 
a pardon - simply to protect him from 
having to defend himself  against fabri-
cated Republican charges that others like 
Jack Smith and Liz Chaney will now have 
to do. It’s simply a preemptive measure 
to indemnify someone who has provided 
a great service to this country. Trump’s 
frivolous lawsuit against CBS for suppos-
edly manipulating a Harris interview, is a 
perfect example of  why this was needed. 
When all the transcripts were released, 
it was proven that Trump’s charges were 
meritless. But this cost CBS time and 
money – at least they didn’t cave like so 
many other ‘titans of  industry’ - which 
has always been Trump’s bully tactic.

Now to developments in repression:
1: Trump summarily fired 17 inspectors 

general at federal agencies, ignoring a law 

that requires him to provide notice and 
explanation to Congress.  Inspectors gen-
eral are the independent watchdogs who 
probe corruption and abuse in the gov-
ernment. They report it to Congress and 
the public. This destroys all independent 
oversight of  the Trump administration.

2. Trump is now trying to buy back the 
lease to the DC hotel, so all foreign entities 
seeking favors, can donate to him  by stay-
ing there. Trump made millions during 
his first administration, then sold once 
he left office. Now he wants it back so the 
grift can continue.

3. National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) Commissioner Gwynne Wilcox, 
appointed to the board in 2021 for a term 
intended to last through to 2028, was ter-
minated in a move that labor experts said 
was both unprecedented and unlawful. 
The NLRB no longer has a quorum and 
has effectively been shut down, which 
means that it will be harder for workers to 
exercise their constitutional right to form 
a union and improve their standard of  liv-
ing. It means that during a union election, 
corporate bosses can illegally fire workers 
who vote to join a union. It means that 
corporate CEOs have free rein to illegally 
intimidate and coerce pro-union workers 
without recourse. It means that corpora-
tions can aggressively decide not to bar-
gain in good faith with union workers 
or sign a first contract. Trump’s decision 
has already had disastrous consequences. 
Workers at a Whole Foods grocery store 
in Philadelphia voted 130-100 to join the 
United Food and Commercial Workers 
union. But Whole Foods, owned by Jeff  
Bezos, has made it crystal clear that they 
will ignore this union victory and will not 
bargain with their union workers in good 
faith. Without a functioning NLRB, Whole 
Foods cannot be held accountable for its 
illegal behavior.

4: The Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities released a brief  stating: "High-
income households and profitable corpo-
rations would grow even wealthier under 
Republican proposals for trillions of  dol-
lars in new or extended tax cuts, even 
as Republican proposals for trillions of  
dollars of  cuts to health assistance, food 
assistance, and other programs would 
leave more children in poverty, more fam-
ilies without stable housing, and more 
people without health coverage."

5. Elon Musk, an unelected billionaire, 
with no qualifications (unless you ask 
Jane Keegan, who thinks that RFK Jr. a 

former cocaine addict, and vax denier, 
is qualified to be our top health official. 
(Jane, since you vouched for them, for each 
of  Trump’s candidates, please give us one 
verifiable qualification for their proposed 
position. Thanks), is rummaging around 
government agencies making decisions 
on what departments, agencies, budgets, 
and programs should be cut! A billion-
aire making decisions about the lives of  
working people? He and Trump want to 
eliminate the Department of  Education, 
which ensures that the needs of  37 million 
school-age children are met. The DOE 
does not set curricula - they are set at the 
State level. This is part of  the Project 2025 
scheme to get everyone into money-mak-
ing private Christian schools, where our 
children can all be brainwashed and join 
the biggest cult in the world – religion. 
There go the last vestiges of  separation of  
church and state.

6. Trump is eliminating all instances 
of  DEI (Diversity, equity and Inclusion) 
concern within the Federal government, 
as well as all climate concerns.  When we 
are no longer able to mitigate the effects 
of  climate change on our ability to sur-
vive here on earth, we can always blame 
Dr. Fauci, and book a seat on Musk/Bezos 
rockets to Mars.

7. Two D.C. officers involved in the 2020 
death of  20-year-old Karon Hylton-Brown 
during a vehicle chase, were pardoned 
by Trump. A unanimous federal jury 
had found Officer Terence Sutton and Lt. 
Andrew Zabavsky guilty of  conspiracy 
and obstructing justice, while Sutton was 
also found guilty of  second-degree mur-
der. Sutton was sentenced to 66 months 
in prison; Zabavsky, 48 months. Trump 
erased their convictions and prison terms. 
There is no more justice in America. Wait 
until it happens to you.

Enough for this week. You gave up all 
that was great about America, just so you 
could enjoy seeing immigrants deport-
ed. Which, thankfully, isn’t going to hap-
pen anywhere near the level of  another 
of  Trump’s lies. This year, there were 
11,900 murders in the U.S. by the end of  
September, but Bev only wrote about the 
one committed by an immigrant. When 
will be see detailed stories of  all the oth-
ers? The price of  eggs is through the roof  
and tariffs will increase prices across the 
board. The world is in chaos. Where’s the 
outrage? This is just the beginning. Enjoy.

Rick Bevilacqua
Whitinsville
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Weren’t prayers answered on both sides?



Walmart’s private label brands dominate 
the competition.

Five Walmart brands had over 50% 
U.S. household penetration in the past 
year, including Great Value (86% pur-
chased), Equate (75%), Mainstays 
(70%), Marketside (69%), and Freshness 
Guaranteed (67%). 47% of  U.S. house-
holds purchased Pen Gear from Walmart. 
Dollar Tree, Aldi, Target, and Costco 
rounded off  the top 10 private label brands 
by household.

While Walmart doesn’t disclose all of  
the suppliers behind its Great Value line 
of  products, workers on the front line of  
unpacking product and stocking shelves 
revealed the following findings: 

Great Value bread:  Sara Lee
Great Value yogurt:  Dannon
Great Value cheese:  Kraft
Great Value fruit juice:  Dole
Great Value peanut butter:  Post 

Consumer brands (makers of  Peter Pan 
Peanut Butter)

Great Value canned ravioli:  Conagra 
(which also makes Chef  Boy-ar-dee 
canned ravioli

Great Value Vienna Sausages: Conagra
Great Value ice cream:  Well’s Dairy
Great Value ketchup: Conagra (which 

makes Hunts)
Great Value applesauce:  Musselman’s 

Original Applesauce
Great Value chicken:  Tyson
**
Still curious about what name brand 

companies also produce for store labels?  
Pay attention to recalls. When product 
recalls from national companies that 
produce store brands happen, the list of  
items includes all of  the names that prod-
uct was sold under, which can be very 
revealing!

**
While off  brand products are utilized 

every day, the impact of  nationally adver-
tised brand names are so powerful that 
through the years, some common gro-
cery items are known by its brand name, 
rather than the product. It’s so common, 
we barely notice it anymore! Ponder the 
following:

Kleenex: tissues; Tylenol: acetamin-
ophen; Benadryl: allergy medication; 
Tylenol: acetaminophen, Q tips: cot-
ton swabs; Chap Stick: lip balm Band-
Aid: bandages; Crock Pot: slow cooker; 
Jacuzzi: hot tub; Tupperware: plastic 
storage containers; Scotch Tape: trans-
parent tape; Duct Tape: fabric tape; Saran 
Wrap: plastic wrap Thermos: insulated 
container; Sharpie: permanent market; 
White Out: correction fluid; Cool Whip: 
dairy free whipped topping; Stetson: 
cowboy hats; Rollerblades; inline skates.

Feel free to share your favorites that 
aren’t listed here!

**
Win a Three Course Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you a great dinner for 

two at the historic Publick House Historic 
Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint 
to be entered into a random drawing. One 
winner per month (or whenever I receive 
enough tips for a column) will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I'm in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I'm counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful hint or handy 

tip that has worked for you? Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters? If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or E-mail KDRR@aol.com.  
Hints are entered into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic Publick House 
Inn.

While doing research for canned goods 
for National Canned Good Month, I 
found myself  down an internet rabbit 
hole and ended up on websites and mes-
sage boards that purported to reveal the 
famous brands behind some store brand/
private label goods. Keep in mind, while 
some of  these items may be exactly the 
same (as one worker noted, “we just slap 
on a different label,” many have slight 
differences in ingredients, and/or quali-
ty and quantity of  ingredients. 

While not all the sources below can be 
confirmed, as claims are made from both 
those who worked at the companies and 
those that were convinced by taste test-
ing, the results are nonetheless interest-
ing. Although store brands occasionally 
switch up its sources, the following store 
brand items have at one time or another 
been linked to a popular national brand:

Adirondack orange soda: Fanta
ALDI’s Millville cereals: General Mills.
ALDI’s Soft Pretzels: Super Pretzel 
ALDI’s Applesauce:  Musselman’s 
ALDI’s Tuscan Garden Italian 

Dressing: Olive Garden
Kirkland Batteries:  Duracell
Kirkland Signature Supreme dia-

pers: Kimberly Clark (manufacturer of  
Huggies)

Kirkland Tuna Fish:  Bumble Bee
Kroger bagged salads: Dole
Red Thunder Energy Drink: Red Bull 

GmbH (the same company that makes 
Red Bull)

Stop & Shop milk: Garelick Farms
Trader Joe Pistachio nuts:  Wonderful 

Pistachios
Trader Joe Smoothies: Naked Smoothie
Trader Joe Pita Chips:  Stacey’s Simply 

Naked Pita Chips
Trader Joe’s Vegetarian Chili: Amy’s 

Organic
Trader Joe’s Organic Shells & Cheddar 

Macaroni and Cheese: Annie’s Brand
Walmart bagged salads: Dole
Wegman’s Chicken: Tyson Foods
White House Applesauce: 

Musselman’s Original Applesauce
Kirkland Signature Coffee: Roasted 

by Starbucks; Green Mountain; San 
Francisco Bay Coffee, Rogers; Keurig, 
etc.

**
Did you know that Walmart owns all 

five of  the top private label 
brands?

According to 
Super marketnews.com 
Walmart’s private label 
brands dominate the com-
petition.

Five Walmart brands 
had over 50% U.S. household penetra-
tion in the past year, including Great 
Value (86% purchased), Equate (75%), 
Mainstays (70%), Marketside (69%), and 
Freshness Guaranteed (67%). 47% of  
U.S. households purchased Pen Gear 
from Walmart. Dollar Tree, Aldi, Target, 
and Costco rounded off  the top 10 pri-
vate label brands by household.

While Walmart doesn’t disclose all of  
the suppliers behind its Great Value line 
of  products, workers on the front line of  
unpacking product and stocking shelves 
revealed the following findings: 

Great Value bread:  Sara Lee
Great Value yogurt:  Dannon
Great Value cheese:  Kraft
Great Value fruit juice:  Dole
Great Value peanut butter: Post 

Consumer brands (makers of  Peter Pan 
Peanut Butter)

Great Value canned ravioli:  Conagra 
(which also makes Chef  Boy-ar-dee 
canned ravioli

Great Value Vienna Sausages: 
Conagra

Great Value ice cream:  Well’s Dairy
Great Value ketchup: Conagra (which 

makes Hunts)
Great Value applesauce:  Musselman’s 

Original Applesauce
Great Value chicken:  Tyson
**
Still curious about what name brand 

companies also produce for store labels?  
Pay attention to recalls. When product 
recalls from national companies that 
produce store brands happen, the list 
of  items includes all of  the names that 
product was sold under, which can be 
very revealing!

**
While off  brand products are uti-

lized every day, the impact of  nationally 
advertised brand names are so powerful 
that through the years, some common 
grocery items are known by its brand 
name, rather than the product. It’s so 

common, we barely notice 
it anymore! Ponder the fol-
lowing:

Kleenex: tissues; Tylenol: 
acetaminophen; Benadryl: 
allergy medication; 
Tylenol: acetaminophen, 
Q tips: cotton swabs; Chap 

Stick: lip balm Band-Aid: bandages; 
Crock Pot: slow cooker; Jacuzzi: hot 
tub; Tupperware: plastic storage con-
tainers; Scotch Tape: transparent tape; 
Duct Tape: fabric tape; Saran Wrap: plas-
tic wrap Thermos: insulated container; 
Sharpie: permanent market; White Out: 
correction fluid; Cool Whip: dairy free 
whipped topping; Stetson: cowboy hats; 
Rollerblades; inline skates.

Feel free to share your favorites that 
aren’t listed here!

**
LDI’s Applesauce:  Musselman’s
ALDI’s Tuscan Garden Italian 

Dressing: Olive Garden
Kirkland Batteries:  Duracell
Kirkland Signature Supreme dia-

pers: Kimberly Clark (manufacturer of  
Huggies) 

Kirkland Tuna Fish:  Bumble Bee
Kroger bagged salads: Dole
Red Thunder Energy Drink: Red Bull 

GmbH (the same company that makes 
Red Bull)

Stop & Shop milk: Garelick Farms 
Trader Joe Pistachio nuts:  Wonderful 

Pistachios
Trader Joe Smoothies: Naked 

Smoothie
Trader Joe Pita Chips:  Stacey’s 

Simply Naked Pita Chips
Trader Joe’s Vegetarian Chili: Amy’s 

Organic
Trader Joe’s Organic Shells & Cheddar 

Macaroni and Cheese: Annie’s Brand
Walmart bagged salads: Dole
Wegman’s Chicken: Tyson Foods
White House Applesauce: 

Musselman’s Original Applesauce
Kirkland Signature Coffee: Roasted 

by Starbucks; Green Mountain; San 
Francisco Bay Coffee, Rogers; Keurig, 
etc.

**
Did you know that Walmart owns all 

five of  the top private label brands?  
According to Supermarketnews.com 
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 2/10/25 was $3.47 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

www.StonebridgePress.com

Waste not, want not
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CONTINUED

To the Editor:
I saw this meme the other day on X 

with Jon Hamm about to take a sip of  
whiskey, and the punchline reads: "I hav-
en't seen democrats this mad since...yes-
terday. Anybody that had the gall to lie 
about something and keep a straight face 
while doing so must have adopted the 
lying habit of  George Costanza, "It's not a 
lie, if  you believe it.”

So, where do we begin? Let's start with 
what was found by the Trump adminis-
tration in regards to the wasteful spend-
ing via USAID.

Here is a list directly from the White 
House of  the abuse that has cost the 
American taxpayers billions of  dollars: 

$1.5 million to “advance diversity equi-
ty and inclusion in Serbia’s workplaces 
and business communities”

$70,000 for production of  a “DEI musi-
cal” in Ireland

$2.5 million for electric vehicles for 
Vietnam

$47,000 for a “transgender opera” in 
Colombia

$32,000 for a “transgender comic book” 
in Peru

$2 million for sex changes and “LGBT 
activism” in Guatemala

$6 million to fund tourism in Egypt
Hundreds of  thousands of  dollars for a 

non-profit linked to designated terrorist 
organizations — even AFTER an inspec-
tor general launched an investigation

Millions to EcoHealth Alliance — 
which was involved in research at the 
Wuhan lab“

Hundreds of  thousands of  meals that 
went to al Qaeda-affiliated fighters in 
Syria”

Funding to print “personalized” con-
traceptives birth control devices in 
developing countries

Hundreds of  millions of  dollars 
to fund “irrigation canals, farming 
equipment, and even fertilizer used 
to support the unprecedented poppy 
cultivation and heroin production in 
Afghanistan,” benefiting the Taliban.

$200 billion sent over to Ukraine, and 
$100 billion has mysteriously disap-
peared, according to Zelenskyy.

Now comes our Democrats protesting 
that USAID is being single handedly 
destroyed by the Trump administration 
because they are going to stop the fol-
lowing: Medicaid, Medicare, SSI, Meals 
on Wheels, abortions, feeding the poor, 
ruining education, etc., etc., and the 
crying game goes on and on. Our local 
news gets all its top political stories via 
CNN & MSNBC, and neither of  these 
organizations will show the wasteful 
spending, and my guess is that as long 
as they themselves are being funded by 
USAID, you'll never see a truthful state-
ment on the subject.

The sad reality of  all of  this is that 
this administration is just beginning, 

and when those pockets start getting 
lighter and lighter these angry poli-
ticians will be taking it to the streets 
because that means their pocketbooks 
will be light as well. Harry S. Truman 
once said, "Show me a man that gets 
rich by being a politician, and I'll show 
you a crook.” Maybe once this is said 
and done, we will see our pockets get-
ting what is owed to us in the form of  a 
tax credit or refund and that will surely 
stimulate the country. I am also remind-
ed that some of  the democrats are infu-
riated that Elon Musk was never nom-
inated to his position and shouldn't 
have access to such vital information 
but why? If  he and Trump's cabinet 
can clean up the clutter that we are 
seeing with USAID then we should let 
them. Moreover, Musk doesn't need to 
be nominated, he was appointed but, do 
you know who needed to be nominated 
but never was? Kamala. Kamala Harris 
was never elected by the people, she was 
installed and the more I hear about her 
the more I see that America dodged its 
own bullet. The waste in this country by 
Congress needs to stop, and perhaps in 
doing so, the poor can be fed, taxes will 
be lowered or eliminated, more money in 
our paychecks, low inflation, and a boom-
ing economy on the world stage. Thanks 
for reading.

MIke Downing
Whitinsville

The Famous Brands behind Private Label Grocery Products
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WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, a 
community bank with locations through-
out Central Massachusetts, is donating 
$5,000 to She’s Local, an organization 
working to empower women through 
local events that support, connect and 
inspire participants. The money goes 
toward the group’s Central Massachusetts 
Conference for Women on May 15 at the 
AC Hotel by Marriott in Worcester.

“Our employees have gained so much 
insight from the conference in past years 
and we look forward to many more,” said 
Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd Tallman. 
“We all rise together, so supporting our 
female colleagues makes us all better and 
positions us to best serve our clients.”

Every year, She’s Local brings as many 
as 300 women together for what has tra-
ditionally been a sold-out event featuring 
compelling speakers and special guests. 
The conference connects the region’s 
vendors, sponsors, business owners and 
community leaders. In addition, the orga-
nization works to create affordable, last-
ing experiences for women throughout 
the year.

“At Cornerstone, we know women 
play a vital role in our economy,” said 
Tallman. “We’re grateful for the women 
in our own workforce and appreciate the 
resources She’s Local offers to support 
their professional growth and develop-
ment.”

plants, soil microbes, and other ben-
eficial organisms.

As with any garden, it starts with 
creating a healthy soil foundation, 
selecting the plants best suited to the 
growing conditions, and providing 
them with proper care. When you 
do these things, you will be able to 
grow healthier plants that are more 
tolerant of  pest attacks and more 
resilient when damaged.

Removing weeds from garden beds 
is an important pest management 
strategy. These uninvited plants 
compete with your desirable plants 
for water and nutrients. Many also 
attract and harbor plant-damaging 
insect pests and disease organisms 
in the garden.

No matter how well you plan, plant, 
and care for your gardens, insect pest 
problems can arise. Include nature’s 
pest managers in your organic gar-
den approach. Ninety-six percent of  
terrestrial North American birds 
rely on insects for part of  their diet. 
They also add color, motion, and 
entertainment to our landscapes.

Many beneficial insects eat or par-
asitize insects. Lady beetles, green 
lacewings, young and old, eat hun-
dreds of  aphids a day.  Parasitic 
wasps, depending on the species, can 
attack specific or a variety of  insects 
including caterpillars like the toma-
to hornworm, aphids, leafhoppers, 
scale, beetles, and true bugs.

Attract more beneficial insects, 
both pollinators and pest managers, 
to your gardens with plants. Grow 
plants like sweet alyssum, colum-
bine, thyme, lavender, goldenrod, 
sedum, asters, and other plants that 
attract beneficial insects to your 
garden.

Be proactive by regularly monitor-

ing your gardens. Look for emerging 
pest problems and the good guys 
stopping by to dine on them. You 
will need to tolerate some damage so 
there will be food to attract and feed 
the predators in the garden.

If  intervention is needed, look 
for the most eco-friendly control 
options. Barriers of  lightweight 
floating row covers protect against 
cabbage worms, Japanese and bean 
beetles, cucumber beetles, squash 
bugs, and squash vine borers on 
susceptible plants. Just cover the 
plantings with row covers immedi-
ately after seeding. Since basil and 
beans do not need to be pollinated to 
produce the harvest, leave them cov-
ered for the season. Uncover squash, 
pumpkins, melons, and cucumbers 
when they begin flowering so polli-
nators have access to the blossoms. 
Research found vine crops in this 
manner limited damage by squash 
bugs, squash vine borer, and the 
cucumber beetles that can infect and 
kill cucumber plants with bacterial 
wilt.

If  you forget to cover your cab-
bage, broccoli, cauliflower, and 
Brussels sprouts, enlist the help 
of  a naturally occurring soil bac-
terial called Bacillus thuringiensis 
kurstaki (Btk) found in SummitÒ 
Biological Caterpillar and Webworm 
(SummitResponsibleSolutions.com).  
It only kills true caterpillars and 
webworms and can be applied to edi-
ble plants right up to harvest.

A strong blast of  water is a great 
first step in managing mites and 
aphids. It knocks them off  the plant, 
helping minimize the damage. If  
needed, apply lightweight horti-
culture oils, like organic SummitÒ 
Year-RoundÒ Spray Oil according to 
label directions. It kills a wide vari-
ety of  soft-bodied insects in all stag-
es (including eggs) on contact and 
poses few risks to beneficial insects 
that land on the treated plant.

Over time these eco-friendly strat-
egies become part of  your gardening 
routine. And the more we work with 
nature, the better it is for you, your 
plants, and the environment.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including the 
Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd 
Edition and Small Space Gardening. 
She hosts The Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” instant video and 
DVD series and the nationally syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV 
& radio program. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor for Birds 
& Blooms magazine and was commis-
sioned by Summit for her expertise to 
write this article. Myers’ Web site is 
www.MelindaMyers.com.

You can have a beautiful, pro-
ductive garden while working with 
nature to manage insect pests. As 
you incorporate various eco-friend-
ly pest management strategies, you 
will encourage songbirds, beneficial 
insects, and pollinators to visit your 
gardens.

You will find slight variations of  
definitions, but most organic gar-
deners agree the focus is on cultivat-
ing a system that supports and sus-
tains all its members. This includes 
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Skylar and 
When I need time to be alone 
I like to color.     
Skylar is a charming little girl. 

She loves to dance, listen to 
music, play musical instru-
ments, and enjoys imaginary 
play. She is also described as 
social, outgoing, curious and 
very energetic. In great health 
and a good eater and sleeper 
Skylar is learning to advocate 
for herself and how to express 
her feelings when something 
is bothering her. Skylar thrives 
on positive nurturing and one-
on-one attention. Skylar loves 
unicorns, foxes, dogs, cats and 

says that someday she wants to be a veterinarian. 
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/

child/6609  
  

 Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.   

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with.  

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) 
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. 
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and 
teens in foster care. 

Skylar 
Age 12 

Registration # 6609 

Working to help women through inspiration 
and connection at Cornerstone Bank

Local residents named to Clark University Dean’s List

Organic insect pest control in 
vegetable and flower gardens

MELINDA

MYERS

Garden

Moments

Melinda Myers

A cabbage worm feeding on mustard greens.

WORCESTER — Clark University 
announced students named to the Fall 
2024 Dean's List.

JJ E. Gifford of  Whitinsville was 
named to second honors.

Coulton S. Manning of  Northbridge 
was named to first honors.

Students must have a GPA of  3.8 or 
above for first honors or a GPA between 
3.50 and 3.79 for second honors.

Founded in 1887, Clark University 
is a liberal arts-based research uni-

versity that prepares its students to 
meet tomorrow's most daunting chal-
lenges and embrace its greatest oppor-
tunities. Through 33 undergraduate 
majors, more than 30 advanced degree 
programs, and nationally recognized 
community partnerships, Clark fuses 
rigorous scholarship with authentic 
world and workplace experiences that 
empower our students to pursue lives 
and careers of  meaning and conse-
quence.



BURLINGTON, Vt. — The follow-
ing students have been named to the 
Champlain College Dean's List for 
achieving a grade point average of  
3.5 or higher in the Fall 2024 semes-
ter.

Gavin Francisco of  Douglas, 
majoring in Computer Networking 
& Cybersecurity.

Matthew O'Neill of  Douglas, 
majoring in Game Design.

Riley Plourde of  Uxbridge, major-
ing in Game Design.

Founded in 1878, Champlain 
College is a small, not-for-prof-
it, private college in Burlington, 
Vermont, with additional campuses 
in Montreal, Canada, and Dublin, 
Ireland. Champlain offers a resi-
dential undergraduate experience 
from its beautiful campus overlook-
ing Lake Champlain. Additionally, 
Champlain College Online provides 
an expansive portfolio of  online 
degrees and certificates, reaching 
students across all 50 states and 
U.S. territories, while fostering 
strategic partnerships with for-
ward-thinking workforce organiza-
tions. The College is known for its 
distinctive and innovative approach 
to career-focused education and its 
Upside-Down Curriculum, which 
helps students be ready for work, 
ready for life, and ready to make a 
difference. Champlain is ranked as 
one of  the "Best Colleges" by U.S. 
News & World Report for 2025, and 
was named one of  the "Best 390 
Colleges" by The Princeton Review 

WEBSTER — 
On Thursday, Jan. 
30, five clients of  
the Worcester 
County Sheriff ’s 
Office Webster 
Regional Resource 
Center (RRC) were 
recognized during 
a formal ceremo-
ny for receiving 
their certificate 
of  completion 
for the Sheriff ’s 
D e p a r t m e n t 
HiSET program, 
or high school 
equivalency pro-
gram.

The HiSET pro-
gram allows indi-
viduals to earn a 
high school equiv-
alency certificate 
accepted in every 
state, Department 
of  Education, and 
US Military pro-
grams. Individuals 
are tested in math, 
science, English 
language, and 
social studies.

The Webster 
RRC has provided 
free re-entry ser-
vices to communi-
ty members since 
it opened in 2015 
and has helped 
nearly 75 individ-
uals earn their 
HiSET. Services 
offered include 

trade programs 
guidance, employ-
ment search, par-
enting groups, 
housing referrals, 
and more.

“The graduates 
before us today 
have put in a tre-
mendous amount 
of  work to get to 
this point,” com-
mented Webster 
RRC Director, 
Erica Jajliardo. 
“As long as you 
keep striving to 
achieve the goals 
that you have set 
for yourself, suc-
cess is bound to 
come to you.”

Boyd Brown, 
an Associate 
Professor of  
Criminal Justice 
at Nichols College 
and US Marine 
Corps veteran, 
was the cere-
mony’s keynote 
speaker. Professor 
Boyd Brown III 
started teaching at 
Nichols College in 
2006 and became a 
full-time member 
of  the Criminal 
Justice Program 
in 2012. He has a 
background in 
forensic anthropol-
ogy and terrorism 
studies. Professor 

Brown also runs 
the Criminal 
Justice Internship 
Program.

“What we know 
about education 
is that it is the 
clearest stepping-
stone to financial 
security and suc-
cess in the United 
States,” explained 
Professor Brown. 
“Beyond the prac-
tical benefits, 
there are many 
other benefits. It 
prepares us for 
lifelong learning 
inside and out-
side of  the class-
room. It allows us 
to become better 
citizens and deci-
sion-makers.”

State Rep. 
Joseph McKenna 
participated in the 
ceremony honor-
ing the program 
graduates and pre-
sented each one 
with a congratula-
tory citation from 
the entire House of  
Representatives.

Sheriff  Lewis 
E v a n g e l i d i s 
addressed the 
graduates and 
explained that the 
Webster Regional 
Resource Center is 
not a place for peo-

ple to be judged. 
At the center, the 
Sheriff ’s Office 
helps the people 
who want to be 
helped.

“Your educa-
tion is unassail-
able,” commented 
Evangelidis. “I’m 
confident that this 
is just the begin-
ning for each of  
you and your fam-
ilies. While this 
center will always 
be available to you, 
I hope you strive 
to reach your full 
potential and 
accomplish every-
thing you desire in 
life.”

E v a n g e l i d i s 
expressed his 
belief  that region-
al resource cen-
ters like the 
one in Webster 
should be wide-
spread through-
out the country. 
He explained the 
positive contribu-
tions of  this center 
and how it is an 
impactful place for 
the community.

To learn more 
about how the 
Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Office 
Webster Center 
may be able to 

assist you, please 
call 508-640-5044.

REGION — After 
an uneventful first 
two months of  
winter, February 
has given local 
residents plenty of  
reasons to keep the 
shovels and salt 
bags handy.

A busy week of  
winter weather 
kicked off  with a 
Feb. 6 storm that 
spread a mixture 
of  snow and ice 
across the region. 
The storm caused 
several local school 
districts to call off  
classes, includ-
ing the Spencer-
East Brookfield 
Regional School 
District, the 

Quaboag Regional 
School District, 
and the Tantasqua 
Regional School 
District.

The speed limit 
on the Mass Pike 
was reduced as 
a result of  the 
storm. No major 
accidents were 
reported across 
local roadways.

A larger snow 
event on Feb. 9 
caused sever-
al spin-outs and 
minor accidents 
across the area. 
Local school dis-
tricts, including 
the SEBRSD, can-
celed weekend 
activities.

A d d i t i o n a l 
storms were 
expected this 

week, including a 
mixture of  ice and 
snow on Feb. 13.

Local police 
d e p a r t m e n t s 
remind drivers to 

clear snow and ice 
from their vehicles 
prior to travel-
ing. Police in area 
towns have recent-
ly seen several 
snow hazards on 

vehicles.
To learn more 

about safety tips 
for traveling 
during winter 
storms, visit www.
mass.gov. The 

M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
E m e r g e n c y 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Agency recently 
released an updat-
ed list of  sugges-
tions.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
2/14  Kylie Harris
2/21 evan Couture
2/28 Brian WalKer

Get your comedy tickets 
for April 5th featuring 

Steve Sweeney! 

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Spring into action 
and give me a call 

or check out my 
website

www.lisacaron.com.

Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Residential & Commercial
From a hole in your roof... to a whole new roof!

508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278
www.NoreasterRoofing.com

Visit our showroom  
1 Providence Ln., Whitinsville, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907 HIC#160483

Over 
30 Years 

Experience

MATTRESS SALE!

$69999

WHITCO 508.885.9343
INSTANT

FINANCING
UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

G.E. DELUXE
COIL TOP

STOVE
Reg. $599.99

$499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1299.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$1299.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

32” Smart..................$129.99
Regularly $139.99

43” Smart..................$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV...................$189.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

85” Samsung 4k TV..$849.99
Regularly $1799.99

ALL OLED TV’S ON SALE!

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

$1399.99

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

PRESIDENT’S DAY SALE!

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$159.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1099.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

 VOTED
WORCESTER COUNTY’S
“BEST APPLIANCE STORE”

2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

Snow & ice storms impact region

Five Sheriff’s Office Regional Resource 
Center clients receive HiSET diplomas

Students named to Champlain College Dean’s List

Courtesy

Central Massachusetts communities have seen several snow and ice 
events this past week.

Courtesy

Sheriff Lewis Evangelidis and staff from the Worcester County Sheriff’s Office pose for a photo 
with graduates after the recognition ceremony.

for 2025, including among its "Best 
Northeastern colleges." For more 
information, visit www.champlain.
edu.



Life isn't just a straight path—it's a 
series of  bizarre, sometimes embarrass-
ing, and unpredictable phases. And when 
you think about it, every phase reflects 
whatever we're obsessing over.

When you're a kid, you go through the 
"Dinosaur Phase" because all your books, 
toys, and conversations revolve around 
velociraptors and stegosauruses. You 
have so much dinosaur knowledge that, 
if  necessary, you could confidently give 
a TED Talk on the Jurassic period. Then 
comes the "Only Eats Chicken Nuggets 
Phase," where every meal had to be beige 
or else it was unacceptable. Don't forget 
about the "Think You Can Dig to China 
Phase" because you saw a cartoon where 
that seemed entirely possible, so obvious-
ly, it must be true.

When you thought you outgrew 
phases, adulthood sneaks up with a new 
set of  weird obsessions. First, there's the 
"Mom, Drop Me Off  a Block Away Phase" 
(because nothing is more humiliating 
than parental affection). Then comes the 
"Too Cool to Smile in Photos Phase," 
which, for some people, tragically, never 
ends. They probably saw a brooding 
Johnny Depp picture, noticed he never 
smiles, and thought, Yes. This is how I 
shall present myself  to the world now.

Life keeps shifting, and so do our per-
spectives.

I remember a time when everything 

felt terrific—I was happy, 
positive, and convinced 
life was just one big, 
exciting adventure. And 
then, I got my heart bro-
ken for the first time.

Suddenly, my world 
went from a Disney 

movie soundtrack to an entire playlist 
of  songs where it's always raining, and 
someone is whispering about lost love. 
That's when I entered my "Brooding 
Philosopher Phase," where I was sure 
no one had ever suffered heartbreak as 
profoundly as I had. I wrote deep, angsty 
journal entries. I stared pensively out of  
the windows. I considered getting into 
poetry.

And here's the thing: I stayed in that 
dark phase for a while. Until I realized 
something—I'd stay stuck there forever 
if  I didn't consciously shift my focus. I 
wasn't just feeling negative; I was feeding 
myself  negativity. Sad songs, dramatic 
journal entries, endless overanalyzing—
it was no wonder my world felt bleak.

That's when I noticed something: 
humans are like computers—what you 
feed in determines what comes out. The 
thoughts, media, and conversations we 
consume shape how we feel and respond 
to the world.

If  you constantly feed your brain neg-

ativity, stress, and worst-case scenarios, 
don't be surprised when your mood and 
outlook reflect that. But if  you intention-
ally focus on positive, hopeful, or even 
just humorous things, your mind starts 
processing the world differently.

Simply put, we have far more con-
trol over our mindset, emotions, and 
the phases we go through than we often 
realize. The inputs we choose—what we 
watch, listen to, and focus on—directly 
shape our thoughts, attitudes, and even 
our outlook on life.

I often listened to Zig Ziglar; he was 
all about positive input. He once said, 
"You are what you are and where you 
are because of  what has gone into your 
mind. You can change what you are and 
where you are by changing what goes 
into your mind."

Basically, if  you binge-watch bad news, 
scroll through negativity, and surround 
yourself  with toxic conversations, don't 
be surprised when your thoughts follow 
the same pattern. But your perspective 
will shift if  you flood your brain with 
encouragement, uplifting ideas, and solu-
tions instead of  problems.

Ziglar often compared the mind to a 
garden. "Whatever you plant is what 
you'll grow. If  you plant negativity, doubt, 
and fear, that's exactly what will flourish. 
But if  you plant positivity, hope, and grat-
itude, that's what will take root." In other 
words, your brain is like a stubborn 
houseplant—water it with good stuff, and 
it thrives. Feed it junk, and it shrivels.

So, the next time you catch yourself  
stuck in a negative loop, remember: you 
get to choose the phase you're in. All you 
need is better input.

Your mindset isn't about what happens 
to you. It's what you feed it. Fill it with 
negativity, and your world shrinks. Feed 
it hope, humor, and possibility; suddenly, 
life feels bigger, lighter, and full of  poten-
tial.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P0202EA 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of:
Roy D Stratton Jr.

Date of Death: Jan 3, 2025 
To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of :
Petitioner Victoria Lynn Stratton of 
Upton MA
Victoria Lynn Stratton of Upton MA
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without Surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
February 14,  2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO19P2641EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL APPOINTMENT OF 

SUCCESSOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

Estate of: Robert A Marchand 
Also known as: Robert Marchand

Date of Death: 11/07/2007
To all interested persons:
A Petition for has been filed by 
Melissa J. Polak of North Smithfield 
RI  requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order that:
Melissa J. Polak of North Smithfield 
RI be appointed as Successor Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond and 
for such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 

and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
02/25/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of Objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
The estate is being adminstered under 
formal procedure by the Personal Rep-
resentative under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inventory and ac-
counts are not required to be filed with 
the Court, but recipients are entitled 
to notice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any matter re-
lating to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of ad-
ministration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 28, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
February 14, 2025

(SEAL)		     
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

	 Docket No. 25 SM 000219
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Paul Larson
Jennifer Larson  
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq)
United Wholesale Mortgage, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Douglas, numbered 1 Sunset Drive, 
given by Paul Larson and Jennifer 
Larson to “MERS”, Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., a separate corporation that is 
acting solely as nominee for United 
Wholesale Mortgage, “Lender”; 
its successors and assigns, dated 
October 18, 2019, and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds  in Book 61268, Page 
281, as affected by Loan Modification 
Agreement dated November 1, 2021 
and recorded with said Registry in 
Book 66588, Page 85, and now held by 
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.  If 
you object to a foreclosure of the 

above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer 
in this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA  02108 on or 
before 03/10/2025 or you may lose the 
opportunity to challenge the foreclo-
sure on the ground of noncompliance 
with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief 
Justice of this Court on 1/24/2025
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
February 14,  2024

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Bonnie Lopez 
to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., a separate 
corporation acting solely as nominee 
for “Lender”, Residential Mortgage 
Services, Inc. and its successors and 
assigns dated December 5, 2017 and 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds, 
in Book 58144, Page 134, as affect-
ed by Modification Agreement dated 
August 4, 2020 and recorded with said 
Registry in Book 63687, Page 390, as 
assigned by Assignment of Mortgage 
dated June 24, 2019; recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds, Book 60599, Page 
167, and by Assignment dated March 
4, 2020; recorded in Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds, 
Book 62058, Page 270, of which mort-
gage the undersigned is the present 
holder, for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the pur-
pose of foreclosing the same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 12:00 PM, 
on March 3, 2025, on the premises 
known as 84 East Street, Northbridge 
(Whitinsville), Massachusetts, the 
premises described in said mortgage, 
together with all the rights, easements, 
and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
A certain parcel of land, with the build-
ings thereon and all the privileges 
and appurtenances thereto belonging, 
situated on the southerly side of East 
Street, in the Village of Whitinsville, 
in the Town of Northbridge, in said 
Worcester County, and being more 
particularly bounded and described as 
follows:
Beginning at a bound at the northeast 
corner of land now or formerly of Holka 
Kuindersma;
Thence southerly about 147.3 feet to a 
bound at the southeast corner of said 
Kuindersma land;
Thence easterly about 39.5 feet to a 
bound, the same being the southeast 
corner;
Thence northerly about 140.5 feet to a 
bound, the same being the northeast 
corner;

Thence westerly by the southerly line 
of East Street, about 49 feet to the first 
bound.
The same is bound on the west by land 
now or formerly of Holka Kuindersma, 
on the south by land now or formerly 
of Joseph A. Johnston, on the east by 
land now or formerly of said Joseph 
A. Johnston and on the north of said 
East Street.
Terms of Sale: These premises are 
being sold subject to any and all unpaid 
real estate taxes, water rates, munici-
pal charges and assessments, condo-
minium charges, expenses, costs, and 
assessments, if applicable, federal tax 
liens, partition wall rights, statutes, 
regulations, zoning, subdivision con-
trol, or other municipal ordinances or 
bylaws respecting land use, configu-
ration, building or approval, or bylaws, 
statutes or ordinances regarding the 
presence of lead paint, asbestos or 
other toxic substances, sanitary codes, 
housing codes, tenancy, and, to the 
extent that they are recorded prior to 
the above mortgage, any easements, 
rights of way, restrictions, confirmation 
or other matters of record.
Purchaser shall also bear all state and 
county deeds excise tax. The deposit 
of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash 
or bank or certified check at the time 
and place of the sale, with the balance 
of the purchase price to be paid by 
bank or certified check within forty-five 
(45) days after the date of the sale, to 
be deposited in escrow with Guaetta 
and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton 
Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale shall default in 
purchasing the within described prop-
erty according to the terms of this 
Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale executed at the 
time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell the property 
by foreclosure deed to the second 
highest bidder or, thereafter, to the 
next highest bidders, providing that 
said bidder shall deposit with said 
attorney, the amount of the required 
deposit as set forth herein within five 
(5) business days after written notice 
of the default of the previous highest 
bidder.
Other terms, if any, are to be announced 
at the sale.
Dated: January 30, 2025 
Present holder of said mortgage, 
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing
by its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, 
LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, P.O. 
Box 519, Chelmsford, MA 01824
February 7, 2025
February 14, 2025
February 21, 2025

LEGALS

University of Hartford students named to Dean’s and President’s Lists

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

Input = output

WEST HARTFORD, Conn. — The 
University of  Hartford is pleased to 
announce that 2,291 students have 
been named to the Dean's List and 
President's List for the fall 2024 
semester.

The Dean's List recognizes stu-
dents achieving superior academ-
ic standing. The requirement, with 
some exceptions, is a grade point 
average of  at least 3.0 and no grade 
below C.

The President's List recognizes a 
select group of  students reaching the 
highest level of  academic standing. 
To be placed on the President's List, 
students must maintain a GPA of  at 
least a 3.75 and receive grades of  C 
or better.

Please join us in congratulating:

• Lee Warner of  Uxbridge - Dean's 
List and President's List

• Jada Gonzalez of  Douglas - Dean's 
List

Spread across seven dynamic 
schools and colleges, the University 
of  Hartford has been guiding the pur-
pose and passion of  students for over 
six decades. On our 350-acre campus 
alongside Connecticut's capital city, 
approximately 4,100 undergraduate 
and 1,800 graduate students repre-
senting 48 states and 51 countries 
come together for a common purpose: 
to collaborate across different dis-
ciplines, diversify perspectives, and 
broaden worldviews. We're a four-
year private university focused on 
advancing the public good through 

meaningful connections within our 
communities. Our unique approach 
to comprehensive education gives 
us the critical perspectives that 

lead to impact change, regionally 
and beyond. With degree programs 
spanning the arts, humanities, busi-
ness, engineering and technology, 

education, and health professions, 
we focus on doing the work that 
matters.
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners 
since 1988 

Fully licensed and 
insured 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308

StonebridgePress.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

Whitinsville Social Library
Event registration: northbridge-

mass.assabetinteractive.com/calen-
dar

Museum passes: northbridge-
mass.assabetinteractive.com/muse-
um-passes

Catalog: whitnsvlle.cwmars.org
Website: northbridgemass.org/

WSL

Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Closed Feb. 17 for Presidents Day

Friends of  WSL Super Book Sale
Saturday February 8 from 10-2
Village Congregational Church 

Meeting Hall
Visit the library's neighbor the 

Village Congregational Church on 
Saturday February 8 from 10-2 to 
purchase gently used books and 
media for all ages.Only $1 for hard-
cover! All proceeds go to the Friends 
of  Whitinsville Social Library and 
directly benefit library services and 
programs.

The Historian is In
Wednesdays from 2-3 PM
Drop-in between 2-3 on Wednesdays 

to get in-person assistance with 
your local history research from 
Northbridge Historical Society 
member Carol Brouwer.

Music & Movement with Miss Deb
Wednesdays at 10:30 AM
Join Miss Deb for singing, danc-

ing, games, stories, and lots of  fun. 
Ages 1-5. Registration required.

Storytime with Miss Isabel
Thursdays at 10:30 AM
Join Miss Isabel on Thursday 

mornings to read books, sing songs, 
and do some coloring or a craft. 
Ages 1-5. Drop in.

Celebrate Valentine’s Week
Monday 2/10-Friday 2/14
Join us for a whole week of  

Valentine’s Day fun! We will be 
having drop-in crafts, a Tween and 
Teen mug painting evening, and a 
Valentine’s Day themed storytime! 
Check out the library's online cal-
endar for specific dates and times.

Get Help with Jenna Gouin
Monday 2/10 from 12-2 and 

Wednesday 2/26 from 10-12
Patrons are invited to sign up for a 

30 minute session with Jenna Gouin, 
MBA/MSOL from Blackstone Valley 
Partnership for Public Health. She 
can help you with: application assis-
tance including MassHealth, SNAP, 
WIC, Fuel Assistance, Medicare, 
Social Security, Veteran's benefits; 
referrals to community organiza-
tions, mental health, and substance 
abuse providers; assistance obtain-

ing financial resources to address 
past due rents and utilities; and 
guidance on solving some of  life's 
challenging situations. Register.

Knits & Knots
Wednesdays 2/12 & 2/26 at 6:30
Calling all fiber artists! Bring 

whatever craft project you're work-
ing on and join us at the library on 
the second and fourth Wednesday of  
each month for crafting and conver-
sation. Light refreshments provid-
ed. Register.

Fine Free Anniversary Party
Friday 2/21 from 11:30-4:30
Celebrate one year since 

Whitinsville Social Library got 
rid of  late fines! Stop by any time 
between 11:30-4:30 to join in the 
party. Kids can decorate their own 
piggy bank (while supplies last) and 
get a free paperback book. Adults 
who visit can enter a raffle for a 
gift card to local brewery Murder 
Hill. Anyone who brings back a 
Whitinsville Social Library item 
that is over a year late will get a 
thank you card. Refreshments pro-
vided. Drop in.

Introverts Book Club
Thursday 2/27 6-8 PM
Come gather at the library with 

fellow book lovers to read and relax. 
There are no assigned readings. 

Bring your own book or browse 
and borrow one of  the library’s. 
Register.

Fiction Book of  the Month
Monday 3/3  at 6 PM
Read “Stolen Beauty” by Laurie 

Lico Albanese. Books are available 
for pick up at the library. Ebooks 
are available via Overdrive/
Libby. Meetings take place at the 
library on the first Monday of  each 
month. Refreshments provided. 
Registration required.

The Meet Cutes
Tuesday 3/4 at 4 PM
Discuss "Part of  Your World” by 

Abby Jimenez. Copies of  the book 
are available at the circulation desk 
or via Libby. Refreshments provid-
ed. This book club for readers of  
romance meets the first Tuesday of  
the month. Registration required.

The Whodunnits
Tuesday 3/11 at 11 AM
Read and discuss “Death on the 

Nile” by Agatha Christie. Copies of  
the book are available at the circu-
lation desk or via Libby after the 
February meeting. Refreshments 
provided. This mystery, suspense 
and true crime book club meets 
the second Tuesday of  the month. 
Register.
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

774-200-7308

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

NORTHBRIDGE 
— Northbridge 
High School has 
released its honor 
roll for the second 
quarter of  the 2024-
2025 school year.

Students are rec-
ognized for their 
academic success 
with a quarterly 
Honor Roll.  This 
is determined 
shortly after the 
close of  each of  
the four quarters. 
This recognition 
is based on their 
quarter grades and 
is determined as 
follows:

∙ HIGHEST 
HONORS: Term 
GPA is 4.0+

∙ HIGH 
HONORS: Term 
GPA is between 3.3-
3.9

∙ HONORS: 
Term GPA is 
between 2.7-3.2

Highest Honors
Grade 12:  Ethan 

Ballou, Johann Jay 
Baniqued, Abigail 
Bergeron, Larissa 
Briggs, Monica	
Colon-Heyliger, 
Jacob Costello, 
MollyGahan, Kaia 
Gibson, Juliette 
Lannon, Isabelle 
Lomonaco, Caden 
M a s t r o i a n n i , 
Isabella Molina 
Costa, Rowan 
Phillips, Dylan 
Reilly, Lily 
S i m o n e a u , 
M a d i s o n 
Thibeault, Jayden 
Tran, Caitlin 
Walker

Grade 11:  Jason 

Bolduc, Olivia 
Choummanivong, 
D a n i e l l e 
C h r a b a s z c z , 
Addyson Crothers, 
Lorelai Drapeau, 
Natalie Fasold, 
Kylie Grazulis, 
Sonja Hastings, 
Stacia Hilditch, 
Aedan Holcomb, 
Penelope Houpt, 
Nadia Kotwica, 
Isle Malik, Ellory 
Manning, Effielyn 
Marrero, John 
Mazzarelli, Gisel 
M o r r i s s e t t e , 
Hayden Naylor, 
Emma Oosterman, 
Vidhi Patel, 
Brendan Riche, 
Jake Rogers, Sofia 
Smith, Kayleigh 
Szerlag, Kallie 
Tevepaugh

Grade 10:  
Kalintria Bailey, 
Emily Billmyer, 
Skyla Boucher, 
Carly Brett, Kayla 
Briggs, Jacqueline  
C a m m a r a n o , 
A l e x a n d r a 
Corey, Samuel 
Corman, Vahan 
D e r K o s r o f i a n , 
Lillian Donahue, 
John Donahue, 
Julia Fisher, 
Meghan Frieswick, 
Leah Gallerani, 
Samuel Gorman, 
Tanner Haden, 
Austin Kee, Emily 
Kelly, Jillian Krula, 
Nathan Kuras, 
Abigail Leveille, 
Bryce Lundquist, 
Ava Mandelenakis, 
A n t h o n y 
M o o r a d i a n ,  
Ashley Papa, 
Michael Potter, 

Zahra Rith, Bryce 
Rogozenski, Bryce 
Ryan, Isabella 
Saad, Lillian 
Sabourin, Danika 
Schofield, Olivia 
Stanick, Parker 
Stanick, Elizabeth 
Tubbs, Michael 
Tubbs, Kaylee 
Vakoc, Kayla 
Whitney

Grade 9:  Taylor 
Alden, Gohar 
A r a k e l y a n , 
Quin Austin, 
Kayla Bolduc, 
Gage Doble, 
Emily Flauto, 
Landon Gerardi, 
Jessica Haberski, 
Kara Helinski, 
S a v a n n a h 
H e n d r i c k s , 
C a s s a n d r a 
Higgins, Arabella 
Kosciak, Anna 
Lavallee, Molly 
Leonard, Ashley 
Ann Lucena, 
Lila MacDonald, 
Maya MacLeod, 
Madelynn Nowak, 
Avery Riche, 
Marissa Roadman, 
Madison Scungio, 
Audrey Siemaszko, 
Isabelle Stanley, 
Ava Strazzulla, 
Kaitlyn Szerlag, 
Keelyn Touhey, 
Amanda Waterson

High Honors
Grade 12: 

Kathryn Andresen, 
Amber Anufrom, 
Tyanna Aponte, 
M e h m e t h a n 
Aygordu, Allyson 
Blanding, Brenden 
Clark, Ava 
Connors, Juliana 
Costa, Benjamin 
Direnzo, Iyanna 

Northbridge High School honor roll

Whitinsville Christian School announces honor roll

Grant will fund expansion of DA’s youth diversion program

Taft Early Learning Center 
Integrated Preschool accepting lottery 
applications for 2025-26 School Year

WHITINSVILLE — 
Whitinsville Christian School 
has released its honor roll for the 
second quarter of  the 2024-2025 
school year.

Grade 6
High Honors: Ava Chambers, 

Ava Crawley, Addison Foppema, 
Hilary Green, Maeve Hart, Elena 
Justus, Aliko Kachaje, Ellie 
Oberlies, Thea Pantazelos, Cece 
Rizzo, Ayla Sobiech, Gemma 
Stone, Noelle Wiegers, Ella Zietek

Honors: Storey Barnes, David 
Bronitskiy, Dominic Calarese, 
Gianna Deliso, Raegan Doti, 
Elliot Finch, Mikaela Foppema, 
Micah Foster, Cassidy Houde, 
Makendrick Ignace, Beckham 
Kline, Ava Meehl, Avery Mogan, 
Jacob Paiva, Caroline Quinton, 
Molly Rainbow, Daphne Rufo, 
Emma Savage, Ella Schofield, 
Miriam Shearer, Clara Soden, 
Lulu Sousa, Nick Tomasino

Grade 7
High Honors: Riley Ahearn, 

Chloe Barker, Eve Barnes, Gianna 
Dyke, Ruthie Philip, Ella Pitts

Honors: Maddie Arrigan, 
James Bourguignon, Lily 
Brochu, Jackson Bullock, 
Joshua Cambridge, Morgan 
Colgate, Ethan Cwiakala, Hadley 
DeFrancisco, Colin Dertien, 
Remi DesJardins, Charlotte Fogg, 
Atticus Freitas, Arya Gromelski, 
Letty Osterman, Hannah 
Reynolds, Lily Schwenke, Samyra 
Sethi, Kian Shah, Jack Shanahan, 
Jacob Tomasino, Jonathan 
Weden, Micah Zylstra

Grade 8
High Honors: Elise Bastien, 

Kenzie Brower, Molly 
Chambers, Kaleb DeWeerd, 
Sophie Finch, Kayden Harshaw, 
Audrina Lucas, Sienna Roach, 
Mason Thakkallapalli, Effie 

Tzimogianni, Arielle Zdanis
Honors: Ella Mae Arsenault, 

Liv Barnatt, Isaac Besong, Tom 
Cintolo, Poli Da Silva, Bella 
DeOliveira, Jack Foppema, Liza 
Gaudiano, Mazzy Hollibaugh, 
Anya Hruzd, Vanessa Kline, 
Dawson Martinka, Ethan 
McCabe, Elyse McGee, Izzy 
Menard, Mason Moesker, Caitlyn 
Neal, Hailey Paiva, Abby Place, 
Makayla Sedzro, Emma Simao, 
Clarisse Tatulli

Grade 9
High Honors: Brayden Alix, 

Neriah Bagaya, Thomas Barry, 
Jacob Beatty, Aislyn Butzke, 
Cadence Calarese, Casrae 
DesJardins, Joshua Hilgenberg, 
Cameron Houde, Fiona Johnson, 
Jack Johnson, Katelyn Keeler, 
Hannah Parke, Ryleigh Shanahan, 
Inez Smith, Olivia Soden, Yvette 
Solorzano, Michael Vos

Honors: Lara Alves, Jeremiah 
Arroyo Centeno, Jaden Ashton, 
Emily Breault, Alec Gazda-Tran, 
Tessa Grelewicz-Ferreira, Abigail 
Huang, Evan Kling, Thomas 
Robbins, Natalie Tubo, Abisha 
Uttangi

Grade 10
High Honors: Isabella Aloise, 

Nathan Bagaya, Emily Bastien, 
Amelia Besong, Demetri 
Boermeester, Samantha Boria, 
Amelia Bowler, Aberlin Cwiakala, 
Avery Dertien, Audyn DeWeerd, 
Mya Duffy, Enson Enoch, Ian 
Finch, Abby Flagg, Emily 
Flagg, Mollaigh Flannery, Lucia 
Gaudiano, Jensen Gonneville, 
Jude Goodson, Aimee Jolicoeur, 
Hailey Kindl, Elliot McCabe, 
Eamon Moloney, Julia Monteiro, 
Neola Nigh, Sophia Robbins, Ruth 
Stenbuck, Nathanael Vos, Emma 
Whitsitt

Honors: Ethan Curry, Charlotte 

DeFrancisco, Josephina Dyke, 
Alexi Gilchrist, Mileyna Hazard, 
Indiana Hollibaugh, Carrie 
Keeler, Connor Kitchen, Joshua 
LaBonte, Connor Neal, Benjamin 
Peck, Amelia Rufo, Brinley Rufo, 
Liam Simao, Caleb Tetreault, 
Elisavet Tzimogianni

Grade 11
High Honors: Madison Amati, 

Kacy Brochu, Emily Burkhart, 
Maxwell DeFrancisco, Matthew 
Dudley, Eli Focht, Elijah Fortna, 
Brinley Gonneville, Faith Najem, 
Maria Eduarda Da Silva Ramos, 
Justin Smith, Matthew Wren, 
Brian Wright, Mark Yarger

Honors: Natasha Carreiro, Joao 
Victor Dasilva, Micah Deters, Orla 
Donnelly, Noah Garrant, Ethan 
Hand, Jack Hutchinson, Meredith 
Johnson, Jillian Lawson, Ryan 
Martinka, Hadasyah Mestres, 
Camden Morse, Pham Minh 
Hang Nguyen, Emily Oatis, 
Charles Ramsdell, Kyria Sedzro, 
Lilly Wierenga

Grade 12
High Honors: Caden Anema, 

Charlotte Bartlett, Amanda 
Cinelli, Rebeca Dasilva, Emelyn 
DeWeerd, George Foint, Julia 
Gibbons, Katherine Godin, 
Braden Gorman, Ashley Jeong, 
Hyun Joon Kim, Isabelle Kling, 
Julia Lawson, Gillian McGee, 
Siena Mueller, Charbel Najem, 
Logan O'Connell, Hannah 
Ostroff, Jacob Piascik, Rosemary 
Poe, Quinnlan Rice, Scarlett 
Shaw, Alison Sim, Corbin Swaim, 
Joseph Tatulli, Claire Tubo, 
Hannah Walton, Georgia West, 
Emma Wierenga,

Honors: Mason Barnatt, 
Bradley Jolicoeur, Abby Marra, 
William Mulroy, Owen Neal, 
Gabriella Neves

Escobar, Sadie 
Flanders, Adam 
Flauto, Samantha 
Haberski, Gianna 
Hayes, Dorothy 
Holtz, Ayva 
Johnson, Matthew 
Kaferlein, Caroline 
Lambert, Ava 
Lamonda, Thomas 
Lavallee, Anthony 
Lippolis, Nicholas 
Lombardo, Annew 
M a t m a n ivo n g , 
Olivia  McKenna, 
Antonio Mendez, 
Yassa Mikhaiel, 
Michael Nasralla, 
Tristan Orstrom, 
Lennice Ortiz-
Nunez, Matthew 
Papa, Jesse 
Perron, Michael 
Proto, George 
Roadman, David 
Scichilone, Evodie 
Scotch, Madden 
S i e m a s z k o , 
Brayden Silveira, 
Hunter Tekut, 
Holland Tessier, 
Lillian Thomas, 
Jarek	 W e n c , 
Andrew Wilkes

Grade 11: Jason 
Calles, Polina 
Conio Potselueva, 
Antonio D'Alfonso, 
Luke Davis, Reed 
D z i e k i e w i c z , 
Nathan Falconer, 
Teagan Flannery, 
Jacoby Gallerani, 
Seth  Geary, 
A l e x a n d e r 
Goodrow, Grace 
Haden, Connor 
Kaferlein, Faris 
Kovac, Mong 

Le, Kathleen 
Leonard, Marcus 
MacLeod, Sienna 
M a s t r o i a n n i , 
M a x w e l l 
Mazzarelli, Aiden 
Mulcahy, Smit 
Patel, Owen 
Pollock, Dayli 
Reyes-Fuentes, 
Lara Rivers, 
Trevor Roadman, 
Audriana Roby, 
Logan Sansone, 
Elly Schofer, 
Emily Scholl, 
Nicollas Silva, 
Leticia Silva, 
Gabriel Smart, 
Caleb Smith, 
Taden Stanovich, 
Tyler Strazzulla, 
Nicholas Thomas, 
Jacob Tomaino, 
Braedan Tracy, 
Angel Wesson, 
Maxwell Zanchi

Grade 10:  
Abigail Akeley 
Nobles, Brendan 
Aldrich, Brooke 
C a m m a r a n o , 
Gabriel Carvalho, 
Mo Rodney Daigle, 
Sofia Ducharme, 
Belal Essouabni, 
Cayleigh Foley, 
David Gonzalez 
Perez, Bailey Kee, 
Dawson Kramer, 
Cecilia Laviolette, 
Gabriel Leveille, 
Isabella Liberty, 
Fam Mekhaeel, 
Hayden Murphy, 
Anna  Nadeau, 
Jadiel Ortiz, 
Aidan Payen, 
Jordan Priore, 

Mia Prosser, 
Lily Proto, Zoey 
Rith, Georgia 
Robinson, Dylan 
Saster, Brooke 
Shumate, Iszac 
Smith, Tyler Tran,  
Emma  Yargeau, 
Alexander Zanchi

Grade 9:  Ereeny 
Absamis, Grace 
Alicandro-Kinney, 
Ella Arias, Lotus 
Aubin, Alexander 
Austin, Hannah 
Bacon, Chloe 
Barnatt, Olivia 
Caira, Anita 
Comforti, Victoria 
Concepcion-Cruz, 
Taryn Conway, 
Brady Direnzo, 
Kallie Dunn, 
Elizabeth Garcia, 
Ashlyn Gonyea, 
Cailey Graceffa, 
Aiden James 
Jenkins, Thomas 
Krause, Kathleen 
L ' H o m m e d i e u , 
Chi Le, Vincent 
L o m o n a c o , 
Madelyn Loos, 
Colton Lotfy, 
Sophia Maracle, 
K a r i b e l l a 
M a t u s z a k , 
Julia McKenna, 
Cody Miller, 
Sadie Nephew, 
Ryan Parker, 
Shane Paulhus, 
Olivia Pollock, 
Adrianna Racz, 
Michael Reeves 
Hall, Abrielle 
Richards, Samuel 
Samuel, Shiloh 
Stewart, Brooklyn 

Thibeault, Jade 
Thomas, Stephany 
Villanueva Juarez, 
Isaac Vitoria, Lexi 
Wilson

Honors
G r a d e 

12:  Hailey	
C o n c e p c i o n -
Cruz, Milo Dean, 
Lisa  Harrington, 
Annah Manning, 
Ryan Miley, Adam 
Minter, Emanuelly 
Moreira, Tabitha 
Munhall, Julian 
Nkangu, Garrett 
Noel, Zachary 
Popsuj, Colin 
Redding, Avery 
Sabourin, Natalia 
Saksa, Angelina 
Saster, Dylan 
Wallis

Grade 11:  
Anthony Becerril, 
Lily Bilodeau, 
Caleb Bleau, 
Kelsey Costello, 
Kevin DiMuzio, 
Jeffrey Doyle, 
Askibus Dubois, 
Lesley Gonzalez 
Perez, Addienays 
H e y l i g e r , 
Sariena Ison, 
Kyle Janovsky, 
Joel LaChapelle, 
Trisha Lange, 
Cameron Lavallee, 
Callum Lax, 
Alexander Lund, 
Nina McElreath, 
Sophia Nicholatos, 
K a y l e i g h - A n n 
Pomeroy, Zixuan 
Qiao, Ryan Ruzzo, 
Jenna Tomasetti, 
Dayanara Torres, 

Kelsey Tucker, 
Logan Wozniak

Grade 10:  
Aislynn Bancroft, 
Tyler Boutin, 
Barbara Brooks, 
Gabriel Bundy, 
Paul Cammarano, 
Christina Chiras, 
Cody Coonrod, 
Quinn Driscoll, 
Max Frazer, 
Isaiah Gabrila, 
Alfredo Garcia, 
C h r i s t o p h e r 
,Gavin,  Sydney 
Hartland, Mason 
Mawn, Ryder 
Meagher, Ryan 
Nkangu, Robin 
Prescott, Jaelyn 
Saad, Andre 
Seoud, Calob Shaw, 
Mia Smith-Hale, 
Caroline White

Grade 9:  Ethan 
Alvarado, Kirra 
A r s e n a u l t , 
Kaiden Carrion, 
Brady Connolly, 
Jaxon Gabrila, 
Taylla Victoria 
G o n c a l v e s , 
A d r i a n n a 
G o n c a l v e s , 
Amanda Harvey, 
Mark Henin, Gaby 
Juarez, Dylan 
Kelly, Joshua 
Kuras, Rory 
Lamonda, Layana 
Lee, Makenzie 
Mclellan, Rafael 
M o n t a l v o , 
D'Angelo Rivera 
Nunez, Maurice 
Sawyer, Teagan 
Snow, Trevor 
Talieri

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — The 
Worcester County 
District Attorney’s 
Office received 
a $50,000 grant to 
help expand its 
youth diversion 
program to addi-
tional communi-
ties.

The grant 
from the state’s 
Executive Office of  
Public Safety and 
Security (EOPSS) 
will allow the DA’s 
Office, in collabora-
tion with Choices, 
Inc., to expand the 
Early Diversion 
Worcester (EDW) 
initiative. This pro-
gram helps divert 
vulnerable adoles-
cents between the 
ages of  12 and 18 
who might oth-
erwise enter the 
criminal justice 
system due to the 
impact of  school 
suspensions.

“By reaching 

kids early, we can 
work to adapt and 
modify behavior, 
while hopefully 
preventing a life-
time of  involve-
ment with the 
criminal justice 
system,” said 
Worcester County 
District Attorney 
Joseph Early, Jr. 
“This is crime pre-
vention at its best.”

The current 
diversion program 
has enrolled 60 
youth participants 
since its imple-
mentation in Feb. 
2024. Local fami-
lies have spoken 
highly of  the pro-
gram’s impacts.

“The Choices 
program is a sup-
portive, accepting 
environment that 
has had a huge 
impact on my son 
and our family. In 
just a couple of  
months, he has 
made new friends 
and has found 
the motivation 

to strive for his 
dreams again. We 
are forever grate-
ful,” read a state-
ment released by 
a parent of  a pro-
gram participant.

Thanks to the 
grant funding, 
the program 
will expand to 
the residents 
of  Southbridge, 
Fitchburg, and 
other area commu-
nities.

Research con-
ducted by Citizens 
for Juvenile Justice 
(CFJJ) indicates 
that young people 
are twice as like-
ly to be arrested 
during periods 
of  school sus-
pension or expul-
sion. In response 
to this issue, the 
Healey-Driscoll 
Administration 
allocated nearly 
$200,000 through 
the Title II 
Formula Grant 
Program. Funds 
will support non-

profit organiza-
tions, local police 
departments, and 
state agencies 
working to prevent 
at-risk youth from 
entering the juve-
nile justice system.

“The funding 
is designed to 
improve outcomes 
for adolescents 
through commu-
nity-based organi-
zations that offer 
essential services 
and support,” 
read a statement 
released by the 
DA’s Office.

The youth diver-
sion program 
offers comprehen-
sive, recovery-ori-
ented behavioral 
health services to 
youth and their 
families. These ser-
vices are provid-
ed at the Choices 
program center 
in Worcester, 
where participants 
receive individual-
ized care.

Voluntary par-

ticipants in the 
program undergo 
a full intake and 
assessment pro-
cess, which guides 
the development 
of  a personally tai-
lored care plan. 

Each plan takes 
into consideration 
a child’s current 
risk status, history, 
available resourc-
es, and the needs 
of  both the child 
and their family.

In addition, 
participants have 
access to daily 
programming and 
free transportation 
to the Choices cen-
ter. 

It is anticipated 
that the program 
will assist 20 to 
25 young people 
through the dura-
tion of  the grant.

To learn more 
about community 
outreach and assis-
tance programs led 
by the DA’s Office, 
visit www.worces-
terda.com.

UXBRIDGE — The 
Integrated Preschool 
Program at Taft Early 
Learning Center will be 
accepting lottery applica-
tions for enrollment in the 
2025-26 school year start-
ing Monday, Feb. 3 through 
Monday, March 3.

This lottery is only for 
students who will serve as 
peer models/community 
peers. Students who receive 
services through an IEP 
are identified separately for 
enrollment in the Preschool 
program. The lottery system 
is a random selection process 
for determining which stu-
dents will attend given the 
number of  available seats 
in our program. The lottery 
system aims to give all appli-
cants an equal chance of  
being admitted and occurs 
when more students apply 
for enrollment than seats 
available. All submitted lot-
tery applicants' names will be 
placed in a computer-gener-
ated randomization to ensure 
that the lottery is truly ran-
dom and free of  any human 
error. If  all of  the enrollment 
seats have become filled after 
the lottery, the students who 
were not selected will be 
added to a waiting list. The 
lottery method will continue 
to determine in what order 
students will be put on the 
waiting list. The waiting list 
will be continuously updated 
as students are admitted and 
seats become available.

Our integrated preschool 
program is designed to meet 
the needs of  children start-
ing at age three who are 

typically developing, as well 
as children who have been 
identified with special needs. 
The classes are multi-age, 
standards based, and are 
taught by a dual certified 
Preschool Teacher in both 
Early Childhood and Special 
Education. We offer a variety 
of  half-day and full-day class-
es. The public school calen-
dar is followed and parents 
provide their own transpor-
tation.

In order to submit a lottery 
application, the following 
conditions must be met:

1.) You must be a resident 
of  Uxbridge

2.) Your child must be at 
least three years of  age by 
Aug. 31, 2025 for the 2025-2026 
school year.

Preschool lottery appli-
cations can be completed 
online through the district 
website at Uxbridgeschools.
com under the Taft ELC/
Preschool sections. Paper 
lottery applications can be 
obtained at the Taft Early 
Learning Center Main Office 
at 16 Granite St. between 9 
a.m. and 2 p.m.  Children will 
be selected by lottery to fill 
the openings in each class 
on Friday, March 7. If  your 
child is selected through the 
lottery, you will be contacted 
no later than March 19. At 
that time, a signed Preschool 
contract along with registra-
tion requirements and a $50 
non-refundable deposit will 
be required to hold the seat. 
A Preschool Open House for 
parents and students will 
be held prior to the start of  
Preschool.
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

AFFORDABLE HOME 
IN WAGON WHEEL PARK!  

CALL FOR DETAILS!

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS                       Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE
FEB 15TH •11-NOON

21 SCHOFIELD AVE
Reservations Limited 774-230-5044

Call or Text
1. What is a Rate Buy Down?

2. What is a Buyer Agent Contract? Who Pays Them?
3. What is the Homes for Heroees Reward Program?

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

29 Charlton Road $400’s

DUDLEY- Central Air- Private Yard

*4 Bedroom * 2.5 baths
*Spacious Dining Room

*Office
*Step Down Livingoom

*30’ Familyroom * 6 Acres
* Gourmet Kitchen w/ Center 

Island *3 Bedroom
* NEW CONSTRUCTION

*New Septic System
* 2 Full Baths

* Hardwood Floors 
* Furnance 10 years old

* 1400 sq. ft. 
*Finiahed Lower Level 

Game Room
*Heated Breeeway

93 Haggerty Rd $654,900

OXFORD- 2 UNITS IN GREAT LOCATION!!
*1t Floor Vacant - Ideal for Owner

* New Septic System
* 2 Bedroom

* Garage w/ Loft
* Potentional to Buy Down your 

Interst Rate
9 Quobaug Ave $425,000

CHARLTON- 1.3 ACRES CHARLTON- 1.3 ACRES

12 Elliot Drive $675,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake - 237 Thompson Rd.
FOR RENT....1St floor 1 Bedroom Apartment! 
Sliders to large deck with outstanding views! 
Located in the mid section of the Lake. 

Catch the sunrises!
Heated by fuel efficient Natural Gas forced hot 
air. Enjoy Lake living!

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pristine, 
Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ road-
front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is full 
recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity!  $899,000

Location! Location! This Oversized & 
Well Maintained 2 Family offers 2,472 
sf Total! Apt 1 >1st Floor Unit >has 
1,052 sf, 3 BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd 
& 3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420 sf, 
5 BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot w/.30 acre,  
22’x22’ Two Car Garage! 12’x16’Con-
crete Patio. Apartments fully occupied. 
PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS onto the 
Property. $559,900

There are very few waterfront homes available for sale & many Buyers 
waiting for an opportunity to purchase. Call us at the Hope Real Estate 
Group for a no obligation consultation. If you are thinking of selling a 
Waterfront home on Webster Lake, please contact us to discuss pri-
vate showings to pre-approved Buyer prospects. 

Let’s talk Webster Lake!  

DUDLEY
 3 PRINCE CIRCLE   

Come to Pierpont Estates! Young 
2100 Sq Ft +/- Colonial on 1+ acre! 
Featuring 8 rooms, 4 Bedrooms! 
Master Bed W/Master Bath & Walk-
in Closet! 2 Baths and 1/2 Bath! Cozy 
propane gas fireplace. Hardwood 
flooring & carpeting. Central air. 2 Car 
Garage.  Yr. 2024 Taxes $5448 .  
assisted sale. $620,000

WEBSTER - 
38 COLONIAL RD.  

LAKE RESIDENTIAL      
Webster Lake Area! Investors take 
notice! Charming Ranch with possi-
ble extra buildable lot!  Home has 2 
bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1 Car Garage. Re-
cent Furnace and Ductless Mini-Split 
System. Vinyl Siding, Replacement 
Windows. 100CB. Interior needs up-
dating*  $399,900

SORRY, SOLD !   

13 Units -  4 Well Main-
tained & Updated Mul-
ti-Family Buildings with 2 
Commercial Spaces! Lo-
cated within the “ “Central 
Core” District of Downtown 
Southbridge!! .... Mixed 
Use Zoning !!  Heated Ga-
rage Space - Room enough 
for up to 18 Vehicles!!                      

$1,300,000

WATERFRONT

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON

SORRY, SOLD !   
ON DEPOSIT

Featured Listing!!
First Time Offered!! This Unique, Impressive, Well Maintained Custom 
Built Ranch Style Home! Incredible Functionality & More! Built in 2001 & 
offers 1,462 sf+/- of One Level Living, 3 BRs, 2 Full Baths! Fabulous Split 
Floor Plan w/2 BRs & a Full Bath w/Double Walk In Shower, & a Private 
MASTER SUITE w/Private Full Bath, Walk-in Closet. Spacious Entry Foyer. 
Lg Triple Casement Windows overlooking rolling Landscape! $469,000

WEBSTER - 61 PARK AVENUE                  

OXFORD - 25 SUTTON AVENUE   
Location ~ Location! Move-in ready 
Commercial Office &/or Retail Space ! 
Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com-
panies looking to expand, Banks, Med-
ical facilities etc...2 Level Free Standing 
Building on a Corner Lot - Located in 
an Active area of Restaurants & Retail 
1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB 
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots

$1,150,000

ON DEPOSIT

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES! WATERFRONT LAND

WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST 
Featured New Listing!!

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

  WOONSOCKET- NEW CONSTRUCTION
3 Bedroom 2 bath 
ranch being built 
in area of new 

homes.
Nice open floor 

plan. Kitchen has 
granite 

countertops, stain-
less appliances,

Central air
 conditioning. 
$489,900
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Millbury girl wins the Massachusetts State Championship at Elks Hoop Shoot
PORTLAND, Maine — On Saturday, 

Feb. 2, Kinsley Polissack, from Millbury, 
shot 18 out of  25 Free Throw Shots to win 
the Massachusetts Elks Annual Hoop 
Shoot Contest in the girl’s 8-9 age bracket.

Kinsley bested competitors from 
across the state to advance to the Elks 
Regional Hoop Shoot contest in Portland, 
Maine during the weekend of  March 7-9. 

The winners from the Portland Regional 
competition will advance to the National 
Hoop Shoot to be held in Chicago in April 
2025. Kinsley represented the Auburn 
Elks lodge winning the local contest in 
November and advancing through the 
West Central District contest in January.

Kinsley is the daughter of  Michelle 
and Joseph Polissack of  Millbury.

Through the Hoop Shoot program, the 
Elks have been developing and reinforc-
ing grit for nearly 50 years—long before 
researchers and experts concluded that 
grit is so important for our children. 
Each year, the six Hoop Shoot National 
Champions will have their names listed 
alongside their picture in a brand-new 
digital exhibit in the Naismith Memorial 

Basketball Hall of  Fame in Springfield. 
Additionally, two of  the Frank Hise 
National Champions are in attendance 
when the Hall of  Fame inductees are 
honored at the Enshrinement Ceremony.

For more information, please con-
tact David Charbonneau (davecharbon-
neau@email.com) Auburn Elks Lodge 
Director.
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The hospitals and services of UMass Memorial Health 

UMass Memorial Medical Center  |  UMass Memorial Medical Group  |  Harrington  |  HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital

Marlborough Hospital  |  Milford Regional  |  Community Healthlink

WE’RE GOING TO SPEND TODAY 
CREATING A BETTER TOMORROW.

Because cancer is a terrible thing, and heart disease still exists. Because there are 
questions about the mind and body that still need answers, we’ll continue to be 

relentless in our pursuit of better ways to help you live your healthiest life.

ummhealth.org/choose | 855-UMASS-MD

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

771 Washington St, Auburn, MA • 508-438-4400 
*Complete details in store or at harteshome.com

SAVE UP TO 20% STORE-WIDE!*

Queen Mattresses 

from
$499!

La-Z-Boy Power Recliners from $799!
             La-Z-Boy Sofas from $999!

Amish-Made 
Queen Beds 
from $699

Bassett Sofas from $1399
Bassett Custom Sofas from $1799

10% off 
Custom Canadel Dining

Recliners
from

$349!
Over 50 on 

Display!

Mystic Sofa $799

Sofas from
$499!

4 & 5 Pc. 
Dinettes

$499

Select Mattress + 
Adjustable Base Sets*

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

STOREWIDE
SAVINGS!

Payton Fish named to College 
of Charleston Dean’s List

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Payton 
Fish of  East Douglas was named 
to the College of  Charleston Fall 
2024 Dean's List. Fish is majoring in 
Business Administration.

To qualify for the President's List 
(Highly Distinguished), students 
must earn a GPA of  3.800 or high-
er and complete a minimum of  12 
semester hours.

To qualify for the Dean's List 
(Distinguished), students must earn 
a GPA of  3.500 or higher and com-
plete a minimum of  12 semester 

hours.
Located in the heart of  histor-

ic Charleston, S.C., the College of  
Charleston is a nationally recog-
nized public liberal arts and scienc-
es university. Founded in 1770, the 
College is among the nation's top 
universities for quality education, 
student life and affordability. Its 
beautiful and historic campus, com-
bined with contemporary facilities, 
cutting-edge programs and accessi-
ble faculty attracts students from 
across the U.S. and around the world.
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